Sermon Notes

Trouble + Community = Gospel Opportunity

Luke 20:20-26

 20Keeping a close watch on him, they sent spies, who pretended to be honest. They hoped to catch Jesus in something he said so that they might hand him over to the power and authority of the governor.

 21So the spies questioned him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 22Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" 

 23He saw through their duplicity and said to them, 24"Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?" 

 25"Caesar's," they replied. 
      He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." 

 26They were unable to trap him in what he had said there in public. And astonished by his answer, they became silent.

When times are tough and threats press in:

1.  You will be ________________ witnesses,

as you remember Jesus’ __________________________!

2.  You will be ________________ witnesses,

as you remember Jesus’ __________________________!

3.  You will be ________________ witnesses, 

as you remember Jesus’ __________________________!

4.  The Result:  Some will be _____________________ 

as they realize Jesus’ ____________________________!

Discussion Questions for Community Groups

1. Who did God use as a “witness” to get you interested in Jesus? What was it about this person that stirred up your interest in Jesus?

Read Luke 20:20-26 & 21:12-19

2. Share an example of how God has used you as a witness.  What helped you be a witness in that example?  Share an example of how you blew an opportunity to be a witness.  What hindered you from being a witness in that example?

3. What does the following equation mean to you?

Trouble + Community = Gospel Opportunity

4. How does the present trouble in the world give us opportunities to show the difference Jesus makes in our lives?  

5. How has our community group helped you grow as a witness for Jesus?  

6. Take a 3X5 card or a sheet of paper and write down the initials of family, friends, co-workers and neighbors, who are not Christians.

7. How could we as a group help each other be Jesus’ witnesses to these people?

8. Pray for God to give you “open doors” of opportunity (Colossians 4:2-6) to be witnesses to the people on your lists.  

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Lord, we are astonished that you so loved the world that you gave your Son!    

All: And we are astonished that you give us the privilege of telling others about Jesus!   

Leader: Yet often we don’t tell others of your great love, and we don’t show the difference Jesus can make in us. 

All: Lord, forgive us! Enable us to be your witnesses in our demeanor, behavior and words!            

Silent Prayer

Words of Encouragement

Luke 21:12-19

They will lay hands on you and persecute you… all on account of my name. This will result in your being witnesses to them.  But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend yourselves. For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict.  They will put some of you to death… But not a hair of your head will perish. By standing firm you will gain life.
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