	
	
	

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS
Finding Happiness in Unlikely Places
Blessed are the Persecuted
Matthew 5:10-12
1. Do you experience the persecution that Jesus describes in these verses today?  Have you ever been mistreated for something that you believe?  
2. Why does Jesus think his message will cause persecution for those who follow him?

3. Should Christians today expect this kind of persecution?  Why or why not?
4. What reasons does Jesus give to say that people who are persecuted are blessed?   Are you in a place where you can see persecution as a source of blessing?  How could you get there if you’re not there?
Pray for the needs of your community group.  
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	SERMON NOTES

Blessed are the Persecuted
Matthew 5:10-12
Introduction

I. ____________________________________________________________
II. ____________________________________________________________
III. ____________________________________________________________
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	Finding Happiness in Unlikely Places
Blessed are the Persecuted
Matthew 5:10-12
REVIEW
4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  

19 And he said to his disciples, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men."  

23 And he went throughout all Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people.  25 And great crowds followed him.  
5:1 Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.  

2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 

3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  

4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.                             THE HONEST
5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  


6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.        THE HUNGRY
8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.                                               

7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.                                    THE BLESSERS
9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God. 
THIS WEEK:

10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  
11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
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	Confessing Together

Leader:  
Friends, God loves us freely.  Yet his invitation to follow him is not an easy road.  Together, let’s look to him for help and courage.
All:                Our God and Father, when we are focused on you, we are blessed.  But life is filled with circumstances and relationships that tempt us to ignore you.  We give into fear and we put our comfort ahead of our desire to follow you.  Please forgive us.  
Confessing Individually in Silence

God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
Isaiah 40:28-31 
28 The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
29 He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  31 They who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint.

Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Father, you have given us your power and strength.   We are not alone in our struggles!  Thank you for your presence and your power.  Renew our strength so that we can follow you through the difficult circumstances of our lives.  Amen. 
Let’s Sing!
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