	
	
	

	DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS
The King is Here
Jesus and the End of Judgment
Matthew 3:13-17

1. Why did Jesus come to be baptized?  What does this say about his attitude toward other people who struggle with sin?
2. Do you share Jesus’ attitude toward other people who struggle with sin?  What practical things can you do to show others Jesus’ attitude through you?
3. What does it mean that the Holy Spirit rested as a dove on Jesus?  What does this teach us about Jesus and about God’s plan for the world?

4. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit’s presence in your life?  How have you experienced restoration and renewal personally?  How can you share this with others?
Pray for the needs of your community group.  Pray that you would experience the Holy Spirit’s renewal, that you’d see it around you, and that you’d share what you see and experience with others. 
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	SERMON NOTES

The King is Here
Jesus and the End of Judgment
Matthew 3:13-17
Introduction

I. Jesus brings ____________________________________________________________
II. Jesus brings ____________________________________________________________
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	The King is Here
Jesus and the End of Judgment
Matthew 3:13-17
1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,  2 "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."  3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 
"The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.'"  
5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him,  6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  8 Bear fruit in keeping with repentance.  10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  11 "I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him.  14 John would have prevented him, saying, "I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?"  15 But Jesus answered him, "Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness." Then he consented.  16 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him;  17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased."
Genesis 8:1-12
1 God made a wind blow over the earth, and the flood waters subsided.  2 The fountains of the deep and the windows of the heavens were closed, the rain from the heavens was restrained… 
6 At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made... 8 He sent out from himself a dove, to see if the waters had receded from the face of the ground.  9 But the dove found no resting place for the sole of her foot, and she returned into the ark to him, for the waters were on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took her, and drew her into the ark to himself.  
10 And he waited yet another seven days, and again he sent the dove out from the ark.  11 Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf was in her mouth; and Noah knew that the waters had receded from the earth.  12 Then he waited another seven days and sent forth the dove, and she did not return to him anymore.
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	Confessing Together

Leader:  
<From Daniel chapter 9:3-19>  3 Then I turned my face to the Lord God, seeking him by prayer and pleas for mercy, 4 I made my confession:  “O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments.  To you, O Lord belongs righteousness!” 
All:                5 We have sinned and done wrong and rebelled, turning aside from  your commandments.  6 We have not listened to your word, which you spoke to all your people.  Trouble comes upon us, yet we have not entreated the favor of our God, turning from our iniquities and gaining insight by your truth. 
                                 19 We do not present our pleas before you because of our righteousness, but because of your great mercy.  Please forgive us.
Confessing Individually in Silence

God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
Acts 2:38-39 Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself.
Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Father, thank you for your great mercy!  We receive your blessings—not because of our righteousness, but because of Jesus’ righteousness.  Help us now to experience the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in our lives, so that we would become people who are a blessing to others.  Amen.
Let’s Sing!
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