Fixing Society, Step Five:  Love the One You’re With

1Samuel 11:14—12:15

Sermon Outline:

I.                 Character and Relationship Mean Everything

II.               Watch What You Worship

III.              Messy Compromise Leads to Unified Community

Putting It into Practice:

1.     You Need to Understand Other Perspectives

2.     You Need to Understand that Both Liberals and Conservatives Reflect the Kingdom of God

3.     You Need to Understand that Both Liberals and Conservatives Have Weaknesses 

and Evils

4.     You Need to Connect to the Heart of God

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS

1.     Share a time when you were forced to accept a situation you disagreed with and had to continue to love people that were making a bad decision.

2.     Samuel has to flip-flop on giving the people a king from chapter 8 to chapter 12 because God tells him to.  How do Samuel’s words in 12:20-25 teach us to react to people we love who aren’t doing what we think is best?

3.     How do v14-15 show us what really matters in leadership?  Is there any difference between these two verses and what Samuel tells the people to do in chapter 7:3?  What do these verses teach us about what really matters for the people and it’s leaders?

4.     Does this story have any implications for politics today?  What implications can you think of?

5.     In what ways does your political party fail to reflect the principles that operate in God’s kingdom?

6.     In what ways have you mischaracterized the other side of the political aisle?

