	
	
	



	Confessing Together

Leader:  
Friends, God has given each of us gifts and talents.  His desire is that we use his gifts to serve each other in the church and our neighbors.  This is how we show God that we appreciate his gifts.  
All:
Father, we confess that we have sinned in the area of the gifts you’ve given us.  Either we don’t use our gifts to bless others, or we use them for selfish ends.  In these ways, we are guilty of not loving our you or others.  Please forgive us.
Confessing Individually in Silence

God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
1 Peter 2:24 
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 
Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Father, thank you for healing us from our sins by the blood of Jesus. We are grateful that because of the cross you have changed us, so that we can now live for you. Help us to use our gifts to care for each other and honor you.
Let’s Sing!
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	Discussion Questions for Community Groups
God’s Gifts:  What You Become For Others
1Corinthians 12:1-27
1. At the risk of sounding arrogant (but you have permission to be honest), what is something that you do that others really appreciate? 

2. What are Spiritual Gifts?  Why does God give spiritual gifts and what are they for? 
3. What Spiritual gifts or skills do you feel like God has given you? What do you enjoy doing/in what areas have others affirmed your gifts?  
4. What has hindered you from using your gifts to serve others and God? In what ways could you work to overcome these hindrances? How could the church family help? 
5. Have you ever taken a Spiritual Gifts test or the Strengthsfinders test?  Would you like to?  http://www.therocksandiego.org/giftstest/ has a Spiritual gifts Test online.  If you’d like to take the next Strengthsfinders class, please e-mail the church office:  cynthiah@harborpc.org.  
6. Pray for the needs of your community group. Ask God to reveal how we can use our gifts to love Him, each other in the church, and our neighbors. 
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	Sermon Series:  Where Does Following Jesus Lead?
God’s Gifts:  What You Become For Others
1Corinthians 12:1-27
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed.  4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit;  5 and there are varieties of service, but the same Lord;  6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.  7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  

8 For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit,  9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,  10 to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish between spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  11 All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he wills.  
12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  13 For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit.  
18 As it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he chose.  
24 God has so composed the body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it,  25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another.  26 If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.  27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.
Romans 15:14 14 I myself am satisfied about you, my brothers, that you yourselves are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct one another.
	
	Find Sermons online at www.harbordowntown.org
God’s Gifts:  What You Become For Others
1Corinthians 12:1-27
Introduction
I. God’s gifts  __________________________   _______________________________ 
II. God’s gifts are __________________________   ________________________________ 

III. God’s gifts show the ______________________  of ________________________________
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