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	Sermon Series:  The Three Relationships of Christmas
Christmas Relationships:  Sharing the Wonder of Christmas with the World 
John 1:1-18
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2 He was in the beginning with God.  
3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made.  4 In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7 He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him.  8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.  
9 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  10 He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him.  11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him.  12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.  
14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  15 (John bore witness about him, and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.'")  16 And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  18 No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 
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	The Three Relationships of Christmas
Christmas Relationships:  Sharing the Wonder of Christmas with the World 
John 1:1-18
1. Getting Started:  When is it easy to share your personal beliefs with others who might not agree with you?  What makes it easy to share your beliefs with others?
2. Interpreting (KNOWING):  How is this telling of the story of Christmas different from the normal Christmas stories?   How is it the same?
3. Experiencing (BEING):  What does the text say that we have received from the Word (v5, 12, 14-18)?  How have you received these things from Jesus?  What impact has it made on your life?
4. Applying (DOING):  Why impact does experiencing Jesus personally have on your sharing Jesus with others?
5. Applying (DOING):  What would you like most for the non-Christians in your life to understand about the meaning of Christmas?  
	
	Confessing Together

Leader:  
Friends, when we experience God’s grace—his forgiveness and acceptance, and the courage and strength he gives us—it makes us want others to experience it too!
All:
Our Father in Heaven, Christmas is the story of your love for the world.  As we experience your love, we want others to experience it too.  But we confess that in our busy-ness and in our selfishness we stop thinking about the needs of others.  Please forgive us. 

Confessing Individually in Silence
God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
Psalm 32:2-5  2 Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.  3 For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long.  4 For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.  5 I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LORD," and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.  
Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
1 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  6 Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found.  7 You, Lord, are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance.    Psalm 32:1, 6-7
Let’s Sing!
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