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	Sermon Series:  A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus, part 2:  Who?  And How Often?
1Corinthians 11:17-34
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse.  18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,  19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine among you may be recognized.  20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's supper that you eat.  21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk.  

22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not.  

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took bread,  24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, "This is my body which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me."  25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me."  26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.  

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty concerning the body and blood of the Lord.  28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup.  29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on himself.  30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died.  

31 But if we judged ourselves truly, we would not be judged.  32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be condemned along with the world.  33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another--  34 if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home--so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give directions when I come.
___________________________

5 Stages of Covenant Renewal Worship


	
	A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus, part 2:  Who?  And How Often?
Introduction

I. ________________ can come?  
II. ___________  _________________ should we come?  
III. How can we keep it _______________________?
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	C L E A N S I N G



	A Life of Worship

Communion with Jesus, part 2:  Who?  And How Often?
1Corinthians 11:17-34
1. Getting Started:  Communion is a type of religious ritual.  For you, do religious rituals help you understand the faith of the religion, or do they cheapen the faith and make it more mechanical than genuine?  Explain your answer.
2. Interpreting (KNOWING):  What does it mean to take the Lord’s Supper in an “unworthy manner”(v27)?  What are the conditions for coming to the Lord’s Supper?  When should a Christian not come?
3. Applying (DOING):  When should children begin to take the Lord’s Supper?
4. Experiencing (BEING):  How can we participate in the Lord’s Supper every week without it become rote or an empty ritual?  How can you make it a weekly blessing?
5. Applying (DOING):  How could the blessings of Communion with Jesus affect you Monday through Saturday?  Can you receive the blessing of Jesus washing and filling you every day?  How would this affect your relationships with others?
	
	Confessing Together
Leader:  
Friends, God wants us to know that he has set us free.  We confess our sins to experience this freedom that comes from God’s forgiveness!
All:
Father, we confess that we have sinned in things we’ve done and in our relationships with others.  The sins we commit end up controlling us, and make it look like you haven’t set us free.  We don’t want our lives to deny the salvation you have given us.  Please forgive us and again set us free.
Confessing Individually in Silence
God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
Revelation 1:5-6  
5 Jesus Christ is the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood  6 and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Jesus, your death and resurrection is more powerful than our sins.  Thank you for setting us free and making us new people—a kingdom of priests who serve God.  Help us to use our freedom to love and care for others.    
Let’s Sing!
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