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	Sermon Series:  A Life of Worship

God Cleanses Us:  Once for All AND Every Week
Romans 6:3-11, 16-18
1John 1:8-9
     3 Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?  

     4 We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.  5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

     6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.  9 We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him.  10 For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God.  

     11 So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  
     16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,  18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.
1 John 1:8-9   

8 If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins AND to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
___________________________

5 Stages of Covenant Renewal Worship
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	C O N S T I T U T I O N  •  Discussion Questions for Community Groups
	
	C A L L I N G   AND   C L E A N S I N G



	A Life of Worship

God Cleanses Us:  Once for All AND Every Week

Romans 6:3-11, 16-18; 1John 1:8-9
1. Getting Started:  What makes it difficult to forgive in relationships?  
2. Interpreting and Experiencing (KNOWING and BEING):  How is baptism a picture of God bringing us from “old” to “new”?  What actually happens to us in our baptism that makes us different?
3. Applying (DOING):  Read Romans 6:6-10.  What keeps us from living as though this is true?  What can help you to make these verses a reality in your life?  
4. Applying (DOING):  Why is Cleansing best done early in the service?  
5. Applying (DOING):  If our sins are forgiven once for all, why do we need to confess them each week?  How does confession help us change and grow? 
6. Applying (DOING):  How could God’s Cleansing in Sunday Worship affect how you relate to him Monday through Saturday?  How could it affect your relationships with others?
	
	GOD CALLS US

Hear God’s welcome and call to worship, then respond with prayer and singing!

GOD CLEANSES US

Confessing Together
Leader:  
Friends, every week God wants us to experience his forgiveness.  He wants us to remember his love and power that brings healing and growth.
All:
Father, it’s easy for us to forget that through Jesus you have changed us.  We fail to live in ways that show your love and grace and kindness.  We struggle to forgive others.  We hide our own sins instead of confessing them.  Please forgive us. 

Confessing Individually in Silence
God’s Assurance of Forgiveness 
Titus 3:4-7   

4 When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared,  5 he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit,  6 whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  7 so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.

Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:  
Father, thank you for the good news that our cleansing is based on your loving kindness, not on our performance.  Thank you for so clearly reminding us that your mercies are new every week!  Fill us with your love so we can love each other.
Let’s Sing!
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