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               SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



ANNOUNCEMENTS





Theology Bootcamp, Tuesday MORNING, December 8th, 7:30 SHARP - 8:30 a.m.�Upstairs at Grace Lutheran.  Class resources & audio online at � HYPERLINK "http://www.harboruptown.org/" \o "http://www.harboruptown.org/" \t "_blank" �www.HarborUptown.org�.





Life Balance and a Well-Lived Life. Saturday, January 30, 9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Is life balance a goal worth pursuing? What does it mean anyway? And where do you start! Harbor’s Faith and Work Ministry is bringing in multiple speakers for this complex topic. From stress management to making life decisions, this seminar will provide solutions that will make a difference. Mark your calendar and plan to be there! 





The Samson Society fellowship of Christian men meets Saturdays at 8 am (see details under the Small Groups section).





�








SMALL GROUPS


~COMMUNITY GROUPS~


Coronado, Wednesdays Women’s Group, 10:30am - Hosted by Nancy Trotter.  Call for entry and parking instructions ~ 619-437-1971





Downtown, East Village, Wednesdays, 6pm (Dinner provided) - Hosted and led by Mark and Sandie Maliepaard, 1480 Broadway #2213 ~ 619-546-6834 ~ � HYPERLINK "mailto:markm@harborpc.org" ��markm@harborpc.org�





Downtown, Marina District, Wednesdays, 7pm - Hosted by Bob and Sally Bosler, Led by John Jackson, City Front Terrace #319, 500 West Harbor Dr.,  Call Sally if attending for admittance to this secure facility ~ Sally Bosler 619-972-7580 ~ � HYPERLINK "mailto:sally@rymarinc.com" \o "blocked::mailto:sally@rymarinc.com" �sally@rymarinc.com�





Downtown, East Village, Thursdays, 6:30pm (Dinner provided) - Hosted by Ian and Natalie Stenehjem, Co-led by Ian Stenehjem and Justin Rogers, 550 Park Blvd. #2412 ~ 858-254-3658 or 619-709-5489 ~ � HYPERLINK "mailto:ianstenehjem@aol.com" \o "blocked::mailto:ianstenehjem@aol.com" \t "_blank" �ianstenehjem@aol.com�, � HYPERLINK "mailto:rogersjs77@yahoo.com" \o "blocked::mailto:rogersjs77@yahoo.com" \t "_blank" �rogersjs77@yahoo.com�





La Mesa, Thursdays, 6:45pm - Hosted and led by Jim & Jackie Hopkins ~ 3901 Calavo Drive ~ 619 303-2701 or cell 619-807-0144 ~ jbhopkins@cox.net





Point Loma, Thursdays, 7pm - Hosted by Michael Reed ~ 3234 Hill Street ~ 619-225-1891 ~ � HYPERLINK "mailto:jmichael@reedlawfirm.com" ��jmichael@reedlawfirm.com�





Downtown, Gaslamp, Saturdays, 11:30am - Hosted by Dustin Arms, Led by Mike McBride


444 G Street ~ 619-699-5950 or 404-307-2960 ~ � HYPERLINK "mailto:michael.a.mcbride@sbcglobal.net" ��michael.a.mcbride@sbcglobal.net�





Questions?  Contact Mark Maliepaard at � HYPERLINK "mailto:MarkM@harborpc.org" ��MarkM@harborpc.org� or 619-546-6834.





~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


~ADDITIONAL GROUPS~


The Samson Society-fellowship of Christian men, Saturdays, 8am Serious about their struggles, authenticity, community, humility and recovery of their compulsive activity, men in the fellowship admit to each other that they are broken individuals, but in their fellowship they find a foretaste of God's approaching re-creation.  Contact Mark at � HYPERLINK "mailto:markmaliepaard@cox.net" �markmaliepaard@cox.net� or Mike at � HYPERLINK "mailto:jmichael3234@cox.net" �jmichael3234@cox.net�. 
































If you are interested in joining a community group


or you have any questions. Please contact Mark Maliepaard at


� HYPERLINK "mailto:MarkM@harborpc.org" ��MarkM@harborpc.org� or 619.546.6834











PRAYER OF CONFESSION





Leader:  	Father, experiencing your presence in worship reminds us that we need your leadership in our lives.





All:	We often wander from you.  Our desires, relationships, and activities pull our focus away from our relationship with you.  Please forgive us. 





Leader:	Christmas is a startling and heart-warming reminder of how far you’ve gone to find us and bring us back. 





All:	Thank you for coming in Jesus.  You came from heaven to save us.  You found us and saved us by your death and resurrection.  








WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT





Isaiah 53:6  





6 All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned--every one--to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all.





Psalm 23





The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  


2 He makes me lie down in green pastures. 


He leads me beside still waters.  3 He restores my soul. 


He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake.  


4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 


I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 


your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  


5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 


you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  


6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 


and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.











Above all


Song Number 2672885, Authors � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccli.com/SongSelect/SearchResults.cfm?search_type=byAuthor&searchby=byAuthor&searchConsole=basic&author_first_name=Lenny&author_last_name=LeBlanc&search_method=exact&search_words=" \o "Click to search for all songs by this Author" �Lenny LeBlanc� � HYPERLINK "http://www.ccli.com/SongSelect/SearchResults.cfm?search_type=byAuthor&searchby=byAuthor&searchConsole=basic&author_first_name=Paul&author_last_name=Baloche&search_method=exact&search_words=" \o "Click to search for all songs by this Author" �Paul Baloche�


Copyright 1999, Integrity's Hosanna! Music �LenSongs Publishing





Above all powers above all kings�Above all nature and all 


Created things�Above all wisdom and all 


The ways of man�You were here before the 


world began��Above all kingdoms above all thrones�Above all wonders the world has ever known�Above all wealth and 


Treasures of the earth�There's no way to measure�What You're worth





Chorus:


Crucified laid behind the stone�You lived to die rejected and alone�Like a rose trampled on the ground�You took the fall and thought of me�Above all�


Above all powers above all kings�Above all nature and all 


Created things�Above all wisdom and all 


The ways of man�You were here before the 


world began�


(Chorus)























Rooftops


Steven Patterson TJ McCloud�Copyright 2009 Rooted Publishing, CCLI # 1699562                                         





With thankful hearts we come�Remembering all the Lord has done�He gave His Son and took our shame�With grateful hearts we sing�And worship Christ the risen King�He rose again to give us life





Chorus:


As prisoners set free�Now children of the King               


We rejoice before the cross�Where our sin where our               


Guilt has gone�Rejoice singing as one�Telling the world His song�We shout from the rooftops


                                            


We could not forget�The love He gives extravagant�There is no greater love than His�That He lay down His life�The perfect sinless sacrifice�Our only hope is Jesus Christ





(Chorus)





Our God saves                            


Our God saves                                        





Rejoice before the cross�Where our sin where our             


Guilt has gone�Rejoice singing as one�Telling the world His song�We shout from the rooftops





Our God saves (repeat 3 x’s)                                                


We shout from the rooftops








SERMON NOTES





Why Do I Need the Church?


Loving Christ, Loving Authority


Acts 1:1-11





I.    



































II.  



































III. 
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SCRIPTURE READING





Why Do I Need the Church?


Loving Christ, Loving Authority


Acts 1:1-11





1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,  2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  3 He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  


4 And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from me;  5 for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."


6 So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  7 He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 


 9 And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10 And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,  11 and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven."











DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS





BEING (Experiencing):  Describe the kinds of authority you are quick to reject.  How would you describe authority that you gladly submit to?





KNOWING (Interpreting/Experiencing):  Have you seen/experienced proofs of Jesus’ resurrection (v3)?  What are they?





KNOWING (Interpreting):  What is the significance of the ascension of Jesus?





KNOWING (Interpreting):  In line with the Discipleship Plan, how does the ascension of Jesus help you to know him better?





BEING (Experiencing):  In line with the Discipleship Plan, how does the ascension of Jesus help you to have a stronger relationship with him?





DOING (Applying):  In line with the Discipleship Plan, how does the ascension of Jesus help you to serve him better?





God can use you to help Disciple others.  How can this passage/sermon help other people in your life, Christians and non-Christians?   











PRAYER OF CONFESSION





Leader:  	Father, when we think about who you are, when we see what you’ve done in Scripture and in our lives, it moves us to love you and trust your authority.  





All:	But we confess that we often forget or ignore your loving authority in our lives.  In our pursuit of happiness, pleasure, success—even peace—we wander from your ways.  Please forgive us.





Leader:	Thank you for the hope that comes through Jesus.  When we strayed, he came as our good shepherd to lead us back to trust in your authority.  His suffering brings forgiveness, his resurrection brings assurance!





All:	Help us to trust in his sacrifice, and trust your authority when you lead us to suffer for his sake. 








ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS





Revelation 5:8 – 14





8 The twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  9 And they sang a new song, saying, 


"Worthy are you, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,  10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."  


12 "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing!"  


13 "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!"  14 "Amen!" 


And the elders fell down and worshiped.  








