Peter’s New Year Resolution
Matthew 26: 31-35, 69-75

﻿ 
Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is written: ‘I will strike the shepherd, 

and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’   ﻿32﻿ But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 

﻿33﻿ Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 

﻿34﻿ “I tell you the truth,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” 

﻿35﻿ But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 

﻿69﻿ Now Peter was sitting out in the courtyard, and a servant girl came to him. “You also were with Jesus of Galilee,” she said. 

﻿70﻿ But he denied it before them all. “I don’t know what you’re talking about,” he said. 

﻿71﻿ Then he went out to the gateway, where another girl saw him and said to the people there, “This fellow was with Jesus of Nazareth.” 

﻿72﻿ He denied it again, with an oath: “I don’t know the man!” 

﻿73﻿ After a little while, those standing there went up to Peter and said, “Surely you are one of them, for your accent gives you away.” 

﻿74﻿ Then he began to call down curses on himself and he swore to them, “I don’t know the man!” 

Immediately a rooster crowed. ﻿75﻿ Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken: “Before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times.” And he went outside and wept bitterly. 

John 21: 15-17
﻿15﻿ When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” 

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.” 

﻿16﻿ Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” 

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 

﻿17﻿ The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.”

PETER’S NEW YEAR RESOLUTION

1.    Peter’s New Year’ s Eve Resolution.

2. Peter’s New Year Failure.

Jesus’ success.

CONFESSION
Leader:
Father, at this time of year we are busy trying to make ourselves better.  We see our shortcomings and we make commitments to improve so that we will be acceptable to you and to ourselves.

All:

In the process we forget about grace and all that Jesus has done for us.  We miss the Gospel in this headlong rush to improve ourselves.  The result is that we still focus on ourselves rather than on Jesus.

Leader:
Jesus has already done for us what we can never do for ourselves.  We have in Him everything the heart desires.

All:

Please help us to continue to rejoice in what Jesus has done for us.  Our completeness, happiness and fulfillment are all in Him who died and gave Himself for us.

Words of Encouragement
Philippians 1: 3-6﻿ 










“I thank my God every time I remember you. ﻿4﻿ In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy ﻿5﻿ because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, ﻿6﻿ being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

Questions For Community Groups
1.  What New Year resolutions have you made?


2.  Why do you make New Year’s resolutions?


3.  Have you ever experienced the cycle of promise,  effort, failure, self-condemnation and renewed promise discussed in the sermon?  Please share such an instance with the group.


4.  What was new in the sermon to you?


5.  Did the sermon cause you to see making personal resolutions in a different light?  Please explain how.


6.   What changes do you intend to make as a result of hearing and thinking about the sermon?
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