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Introduction

Before asking how to lead a church planting movement, we must first ask: Who leads a church planting movement? The answer is clear: Jesus does! Jesus says. “I will build my church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it” (Mt. 16:18).  Luke starts the Book of Acts, “In my former book [Gospel of Luke], Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven…” (Acts 1:1-2).  The implication is clear, now in my second volume [Book of Acts] I will write about all that Jesus continues to do and teach by his Holy Spirit in and through his church.  So it is Jesus who leads a church planting movement!

Now we can ask: How does he do it?  He does it by exercising his leadership roles of Prophet, Priest and King, through the church, by his Holy Spirit.  And since only Jesus fulfills all three roles it is clear that none of us can do it alone.  Jesus wants us to plant churches in community. And that is exactly what we see happening in the Book of Acts. 

So Jesus leads a church planting movement through a team of leaders as he exercises his leadership roles of Prophet, Priest and King.  The prophet declares God’s authority.  The king exercises God’s control.  And the priest ministers God’s presence.  These three offices are the essence of leadership.  A leader knows where God wants to take his people—the destination (prophet).  A leader knows how to get there—the plan (king).  And a leader knows how to rally people to join him and encourage them on the journey—the people (priest).  Here’s an overview of what is involved. (I am gratefully indebted to my mentor and friend John Frame and his teaching on tri-perspectivalism.)    
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Adapted from Tim Keller’s “Gospel Eco-System”

1. Movement Intercessors

2. Community of Like-Minded Church Leaders 

3. Theological Reflection and Training

4. Church Planting Center 

5. Gospel Pace Setters

6. Justice-Mercy-Reconciliation Advances 

7. Faith-Work Initiatives  

8. Targeted Outreach (especially colleges)

9. Unity Among Eco-System Leaders

B. Structure

Church Planting Structures

1. Metro-Alliance of Like-Minded Churches

2. Presbytery

3. Multi-Congregational (modified daughter church plant)

4. Church Planting Center

C. Systems

1. Policies

2. Processes and Meetings

3. Procedures
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A. Movement Leaders

1. Vision Casting

2. Funding

3. Gather Regional Resources

B. Movement Facilitators

1. Assess and Recruit Church Planters

2. Research, Development and Launch

3. Provide Administrative Support

C. Movement Equippers

1. Trainers

2. Coaches

3. Mentors
