Easter Outreach: Growing Our Love for the World

January: PRAY

Goal: Get convinced that you will grow by spending time in the Bible and prayer
www.harboruptown.org/resources/loving-our-neighbors
Participating in God’s Work

When we put our faith in Jesus, we become a new creation. This is an objective fact: God gives us a new self in Christ. “The old has gone, the new has come” (2 Cor. 5:17). Our new self is a free gift of grace. In the New Testament, imperative commands to Christians assume the existence of this new self. Because we’ve been given a new identity, we are commanded to behave in a way that is consistent with it. In a sense, God calls us to show by our actions that we agree with who He says we are. He asks us to participate in the work He has done for us. As we participate, we more fully experience the reality of our new self. In this process, we learn to trust Him with more and more of ourselves.

Participation is an act of our will, but what we do is a result of who we are. It’s never the other way around. We participate in God’s work by exercising our will to put off our old self and put on the new self which He has already given us.

Put Off & Put On

You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. (Eph. 4:22-24)
· Rejoice in who you already are in Christ! You are “created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
· Your old self “is being corrupted by its deceitful desires.” Confess your sin and repent.

· “Be made new in the attitude of your minds.” Spend time in prayer, giving thanks for how Jesus has forgiven you and given you His perfect righteousness. Ask Him to give you His desires. Meditate on God’s Word. Remember that you are no longer a slave to sin (Rom 6:6), and that the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead is at work in you (Rom 8:11).

· “Put on the new self.” Earnestly try to live in a way that pleases Jesus, relying on Him for the strength to do it. This is how we agree with who He says we are!
Participating in God’s work increases our experience of His presence in our lives. When we taste and see that the Lord is good, we have a real testimony to share with others.
Spend time meditating on these Scriptures

Who You Are:

1 Cor 6:19-20 - Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price.

1 Peter 2:4-5 - As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stone are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

1 Peter 2:9 - But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

Ephesians 2:19-22 - So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.

How You Participate:

Romans 6:13 - Do not present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.

Romans 12:1-2 - I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

2 Cor 6:14-18 - Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you, and I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to me, says the Lord Almighty."

1 Peter 2:2-3 - Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.

