Easter Outreach: Growing Our Love for the World

January: PRAY
Goal: Get convinced that you will grow by spending time in the Bible and prayer

Holy Spirit: Change How You Think About Sharing Your Faith

Pray through John 16:7-8: 

[Jesus is speaking to His disciples] "But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. And He, when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment."

Understand:

1) It is to our advantage that Jesus went away, because He sent the Holy Spirit.

Jesus makes an incredible statement in light of all He accomplished for His disciples while on earth. Yet because He said it, it must be true! The Holy Spirit is among us and at work.

2) The major activity of the Holy Spirit is to convict the world of sin, righteousness and judgment. He does all the heavy lifting in God’s mission of salvation to the world.

He convinces people of their guilt before a holy God, He causes them to be attracted to righteousness, and He engenders in them a sensible fear of coming judgment. 

3) Our role is very small.
In Jesus, we have experienced the remedy for these feelings of conviction. We are simply called to share that remedy with others. “I was blind but now I see.” John 9:25.
Respond:

1) Simply rejoice and worship God for his loving work in the world—He is actively convicting people so that they will repent and experience His salvation. It's not about you; it's about God's loving work in the world. Thank Him for doing this work in your life. Do this daily, and each time you talk to the folks on your list.

2) Pray specifically for folks by name. Ask that God would "turn up the temperature" of loving conviction in their lives. Ask that He would let you see the Holy Spirit's work manifested in their lives.


3) If you're ready, ask questions to find out how your friend feels about the conviction they are experiencing—the guilt they feel for the wrongs they have done, the attraction they feel towards the good, or the fear they have of judgment. Look for an opportunity to share the gospel remedy that you have.
