Easter Outreach: Growing Our Love for the World

January: PRAY
Goal: Get convinced that you will grow by spending time in the Bible and prayer

A.C.T.S. Prayer Guide

Indicative & Imperative

In the New Testament, indicative statements have the mood of certainty, of actual fact, while imperative statements have the mood of command. Indicative statements are used when discussing what God has done, is doing or will do. Imperative statements are used when saying what we should do. When addressing how we should behave as Christians, there is a specific relationship between the indicative and the imperative. Namely, what God commands us to do (the imperative) is based upon what he has done, is doing or will do (the indicative). Take Ephesians 4:32 for example, with imperative in italics and indicative underlined:

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”

It is because God has forgiven us that we should forgive others.
A Gospel-Centered Perspective on God’s Commands
Recognizing and meditating on the indicative truth behind the imperative command gives us a gospel-centered perspective of God’s commands. Believing that God’s commands are based on His unfailing love for us changes us into people who want to obey. Our desires will begin to conform to His desires as we meditate on His goodness toward us.

Try the exercise on the next page.

A.C.T.S.

Try this exercise for seven days:

1) Think of an imperative command from God in Scripture that is hard for you to obey. 

For Example: forgive others (from Galatians 4:32a)

2) Identify God’s indicative reason for giving that command. 
Example: because in Christ God forgave me (Galatians 4:32b). 
(you may need to pay attention to the context to find the indicative)
3) Use the acrostic A.C.T.S to guide your prayer time:

Adoration: Praise God for the indicative truth behind His command.

God, I praise you for making a way in Jesus for me to be forgiven, even though I didn’t deserve it. Your grace is amazing.
Confession: Admit to God that you don’t desire to obey His command in this area.

Acknowledge that this is sin deserving of judgment.



God, even though I have received your forgiveness, I don’t want to forgive 

others. I’d rather judge them in my heart, punish them with my behavior, and hold grudges. This is totally inconsistent with the new self you’ve given me in Jesus, and disrespects the love you’ve lavished on me. I need your forgiveness.

Thanksgiving: Give thanks that Jesus perfectly conformed His desires to God’s commands—not as your example, but as your substitute! In Jesus, you have a new self. God sees your new self as perfectly righteous in this specific area.

God, thank you that Jesus truly desired to show your forgiveness to all, even His enemies. Thank you that His death on the cross paid for my unwillingness to forgive others, and His perfection in forgiving others has been credited to my account.

Supplication. Your new self is no longer as slave to sin (Romans 6:6)! Ask God to enable you to put off your old self and put on your new self in this area.

God, you gave me a new self so that I could be conformed into the likeness of Jesus (Romans 8:29). Please change my desires in this area of forgiveness. Enable me to forgive others just like you have forgiven me.

