Easter Outreach: Growing Our Love for the World

February: ENGAGE

Goal: Get convinced that growing spiritually is easier with others
www.harboruptown.org/resources/loving-our-neighbors

Be a Barnabas—A Son or Daughter of Encouragement

God made us for community. He saves us and makes us members of a holy nation, a people united in declaring his praises (1Peter 2:9-10). Part of what it means to be in community is to encourage one another. Followers of Christ have a particularly rich kind of encouragement to share. Paul expresses this in 2 Corinthians 1:3-4:
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.

As Christians, we are able to comfort others with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. God comforts us through what Jesus does for us and in us. In brief, this includes taking away our sin and giving us his righteousness, making us right with God, freeing us from slavery to sin, giving us the Holy Spirit, making us a new creation, and bearing fruit in us—and much more! When we've experienced God's comfort pouring into our life, especially in the midst of adversity, we have something real to share with others.

God comforts his people so that we can comfort one another. The people in your community need the comfort you have to share!

Try this exercise

This week, pick 1 Christian friend at church and 1 friend who is not a Christian:
1) Pray for your friend. Pray that they would recognize what Jesus has done, or could do, for them, and in them.

2) Pay attention. Recognize ways God is already at work in your friend's life. For example, what are some ways they bless others by reflecting the attributes and image of God?

3) Speak up. Tell your friend the good stuff you see in them!

4) Pursue God together. Here are some ways:
· Give thanks for God's work together; study the Bible and pray together.
· Spend time listening to your friend. Respond with truth spoken in love.
· Ask your friend about their challenges and struggles and look for the ways theirs are similar to your own. Then share a way you have experienced God comforting you in those areas—perhaps an answer to prayer, a Bible verse, or a story of how God has spoken to you in a meaningful way. Sharing how God has comforted you can help your friend see that God cares about the circumstances of their life, too.

