Sermon Title: Potential for Greatness

Sermon Text: 1 Samuel 9-11
Sermon Bulletin Outline

1. A Tale of Two Kings

2. Lessons to be Learned

a. Appearances Can be Deceiving

b. We’re All a Mixed Bag

c. We Need a True and Faithful King

Community Group Discussion Questions

1. Think of someone who had tremendous potential, but did not live up to it.  What happened?  Why is “potential” a double-edged sword?  

2. What are some of the good characteristics we see in Saul’s life in 1 Samuel 9-11?  

3. As you look at all his character strengths, do you see any of the seeds of his later destruction in these same chapters?  If so, what are they?

4. How do you reconcile the way that God moved in Saul’s heart and used him in these early days of his kingship with the later years of his kingship?  What happened?  

5. Why do you think Samuel went through the elaborate process of recognizing a new king in 1 Samuel 10:20-22 when he already knew that Saul was the one God had chosen?

6. How do these chapters remind us of our need for Christ and the gospel?  Would we be much different than Saul apart from Christ?  What hope does the gospel give us?

