The Marks of a God Approved Leader

A Good Lesson from a Bad Example

1 Samuel 15

A God approved leader __________________ God’s Word! (1-11) 

A God approved leader is quick to ______________ of sin! (12-24) 

A God approved leader ___________________________! (24-31) 

A God approved leader _________________ the Real Leader! (28) 

Discussion Questions for Community Groups

   1. Think of a “stealth leader” who has profoundly influenced your life for good!  Share with one another.

      Read 1 Samuel 15  

   2. Before Saul disobeyed God’s Word, he had “turned away from” God to the worship of self, specifically self honor.  What do you turn to other than God?

   3. For Saul the symptoms were clear: craving for honor, fear of criticism, self-defensive; but he stuffed them. What symptoms do you experience when you turn from God to worship self? 

   4. When Samuel pointed out Saul’s sin, Saul’s defense mechanisms kicked in big time: denial, blame-shifting, rationalization, etc.  When you sin in what ways do you seek to defend yourself? Share a time when you experienced the joy of repentance.

   5. As the story continues, it seems that Saul never truly repents of his self worship.  As a result, he goes deeper and deeper into arrogance, jealousy, and fear becomes paranoia! Unrepentant people are on a downward spiral! Share a recent time when repentance led to real change in your life. 

   6. How can you have the courage to repent and change? Only by trusting God as your King! Only by getting off the throne in your heart and giving God his rightful place. Only by trusting in King Jesus who has rescued us from all our enemies: evil, death, and eternal judgment. How does trusting King Jesus help you to own sin, repent and change?

   7. Now, who are the people God is calling you to influence by being a “stealth leader”? How will this portion of God’s Word change how you relate to these people this next week?

   8. Spend time praying for one another to be “stealth leaders” right where God has strategically placed us.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Lord, we praise you for your Word! For it enables us to know you personally, love you intimately, and honor you in all of life!      

All: And yet when you speak a “hard” Word—one that doesn’t line up with our agenda—we foolishly try to edit or delete it!    

Leader: As a result, we lose the sense of your presence, the joy and freedom of your salvation, and we are filled with pride and fear.  

All: Forgive us for turning away from you! Fill us with the Spirit of your Son, so we may eagerly and joyfully obey your Word!            

Silent Prayer

Words of Encouragement

Psalm 1:1-3    

1 Blessed is the man  

       who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked  

       or stand in the way of sinners  

       or sit in the seat of mockers.  

2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD,  

       and on his law he meditates day and night.  

3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water,  

       which yields its fruit in season  

       and whose leaf does not wither.  

       Whatever he does prospers.

1 Samuel 15

A God approved leader obeys God’s Word! (1-11)  

1 Samuel said to Saul, "I am the one the LORD sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so listen now to the message from the LORD. 2 This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to death men and women, children and infants, cattle and sheep, camels and donkeys.' "  

7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed.  

10 Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11 "I am grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my instructions." Samuel was troubled, and he cried out to the LORD all that night. 

A God approved leader is quick to confess sin! (12-23)

12 Early in the morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, "Saul has gone to Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal."  

13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, "The LORD bless you! I have carried out the LORD's instructions."  

14 But Samuel said, "What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I hear?"  

15 Saul answered, "The soldiers brought them from the Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and cattle to sacrifice to the LORD your God, but we totally destroyed the rest."  

16 "Stop!" Samuel said to Saul. "Let me tell you what the LORD said to me last night."  

      "Tell me," Saul replied.  

17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why did you not obey the LORD ? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD ?"  

20 "But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal."  

22 But Samuel replied:  

       "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices  

       as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD ?  

       To obey is better than sacrifice,  

       and to heed is better than the fat of rams.  

23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination,  

       and arrogance like the evil of idolatry.  

       Because you have rejected the word of the LORD,  

       he has rejected you as king."  

A God approved leader changes! (24-31)  

24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the LORD's command and your instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD."  

26 But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!"  

27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. 29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his mind; for he is not a man, that he should change his mind."  

30 Saul replied, "I have sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people and before Israel; come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD your God." 31 So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.  

32 Then Samuel said, "Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites."  

      Agag came to him confidently, thinking, "Surely the bitterness of death is past."  

33 But Samuel said,  

       "As your sword has made women childless,  

       so will your mother be childless among women."  

      And Samuel put Agag to death before the LORD at Gilgal.  

34 Then Samuel left for Ramah, but Saul went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Until the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the LORD was grieved that he had made Saul king over Israel.

A God approved leader trusts the Real Leader! (28)

28 Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you.”

