Sermon Notes

Why Do I Need The Church?

To Love the World in the Power of the Holy Spirit!

Acts 2:1-12

1.  Know the baptism and fullness of the Holy Spirit

2.  Be baptized and continually filled with the Holy Spirit

3.  Do life as people baptized and filled with the Holy Spirit

Discussion Questions for Community Groups

Read Acts 2:1-12

1. Knowing (Interpreting): What truths about the baptism and fullness of the Holy Spirit are especially meaningful to you?  Why?  

2. Being (Experiencing): Have you experienced the baptism of the Holy Spirit?  If so, share how it happened.  What changes did the baptism of the Holy Spirit initially bring into your life?

Have you experienced the fullness of the Holy Spirit?”  If so, share how the Spirit makes a difference in your life.  What helps you to be continually filled with the Spirit?   

3. Doing (Applying): What excites you about how the Holy Spirit is empowering us to love the world through “Advancing the Vision”?

What excites you about how the Holy Spirit is empowering us to love the world through Harbor Downtown/Uptown?   

How is the Holy Spirit empowering you to love the world?  Share some specific examples.  

4. Pray for “Advancing the Vision”!  Pray for Harbor Downtown/Uptown initiatives to love the world.  And pray that God will fill each of us with the Holy Spirit and give us open doors to share the love of Jesus in deed and word with our family, friends and neighbors.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Lord, you love the world beyond our wildest imagination.  So you put us in families, neighborhoods, and friendships with people who do not yet know Jesus.    

All: You want us to show them how much you love them thru kindness, encouragement, and hospitality. Instead, we are often rude, critical, or stand-offish.   

Leader: Lord Jesus, you so love us that you came and loved the world for us, as our representative, then you went to the cross and died for our failure to love the world as you do.

All: In response to your great love for us, we ask you to fill us with your Holy Spirit, so that we will be empowered to love the world as you have loved us.            

Words of Encouragement

John 3:16-17

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him.
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