Sermon Notes

The Great Makeover!

Ephesians 4:17—5:2

The Gospel calls us to be a ______________-cultural community…

1. Unsatisfying choices based upon ________________ only!

2. Due to decision-making that ________________ God out!

3. Separated from God due to being ___________ in a false view of God!

By putting off the ________ and putting on the ________…

1. Put off ____________________ and put on ____________________!

2. Put off ____________________ and put on ____________________!

3. Put off ____________________ and put on ____________________!

4. Put off ____________________ and put on ____________________!

5. Put off ____________________ and put on ____________________!

Because we are God’s great makeover!

1. God the Father _______________ you!  

2. God the Son _________________ you!

3. God the Spirit ________________ you!

Discussion Questions for Community Groups

Read Ephesians 4:17-5:2 

1. In verse 17-19, Paul calls us to be a counter-cultural community and then he describes the marks of the established culture, which of course describes our “former way of life” (vs.22). As you read the list, what best describes what you were? How has Jesus changed you? 

2. Now perhaps, you are thinking: “These verses still describe me!” Yes, that’s true of all Christians to some extent!  And it raises the question: How can we be a counter-cultural community?  In other words, how can we change? Paul gives the principle and several practical examples.  According to verses 22-24, how does the Christian grow?     

3. Now read the examples Paul gives in verses 25-32.  Which of these examples especially apply to you at this time?  Share with one another.  Now take some time of silent prayer.  Ask God to help you see where he wants you to change.  Share with one another and help each other clarify what to put off, and what to put on, in order to change.   

4. Not only is it important to know how we can change; it is important to know why we can change! According to verse 24, why can we be confident that we can change and will change? What has God done to make us a new creation? Verses 5:1, 5:2, and 4:30 tell us!

5. Spend time praising and thanking God that we, his church, are his great makeover! Ask him to change us together and make us a counter-cultural community that loves and serves our neighbors for their good and God’s glory.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Lord you call us to be a counter-cultural community, so our friends and neighbors can see how wise, loving and good you are.  So they will know and love you too.    

All: But instead of being attractively different than our culture, we have embraced its values, thinking, and behavior.  As a result, we have lost our distinctiveness.    

Leader: Lord, forgive us for forgetting that we are your new creation in Christ! You have adopted us! Jesus has died for us! And the Spirit has guaranteed it! 

All: We recommit ourselves to being the Body of Christ in the world today, to live out his upside-down values, so that others will be captured by your beauty!            

Silent Prayer

Words of Encouragement

Matthew 5:13-16

 13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

    

Ephesians 4:17-5:2

17So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 18They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

20You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24and to put on the new self, created to be like God in truth, righteousness and holiness. 

25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body. 

26"In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 28He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he may have something to share with those in need.  29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 5:1Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

