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 Leadership Development: Theology Boot Camp

Kingdom Living:  Theology in Practice 07
Christology:  The Assurance of the King’s Salvation
Romans 8:1-4
Romans 7:21-25   21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being,  23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Romans 8:1-4  There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  2 For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.  3 For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,  4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Questions for Triads:

1. How does Jesus free us from God’s wrath?  
2. How does “no condemnation” give you comfort?

3. Why does Paul say that Jesus came “in the likeness of sinful flesh”?
4. What did Jesus’ death do to sin?  What does this mean for your daily life?
5. How do we fulfill the law?
6. Practically what does it mean to walk by the flesh?  By the Spirit?










Introduction
This passage teaches us about the work of Jesus.  Paul described a struggle in Romans 7, and he mentions in 7:24-25 that the answer to the struggle is Jesus.  Here we see what Jesus does to solve the problems that we have in our struggle with sin.
When you sin…
I. Jesus has taken your punishment
A. No condemnation—God’s wrath is satisfied (3:26)—a propitiation
B. Struggling doesn’t mean you’re outside of God’s family.  Jesus is the reason you are forgiven.   You’re safe in him.  Like the ark saved Noah and his family, be in Jesus saves us from God’s judgment.
C. Jesus did this by coming “for sin”—this means Jesus was a sin offering (Lev 4).  This offering covered sins for Israel.  Jesus fulfilled the sacrifices of the Old Testament
D. Jesus came in the likeness of sinful flesh—this is an interesting phrase.  So important.  Paul is making two points—first, that Jesus was truly human, but Jesus was not sinful.  He was not born in sin, he was not born with the guilt of Adam’s sin.  This speaks of Jesus’ virgin birth. The guilt and corruption of Adam’s sin was passed from the father to the children.  This is why Jesus had to be virgin born—so he would not be counted guilty of Adam’s first sin.  
E. This all makes us free, it shows us that when we believe, we are forgiven and counted righteous in God’s sight. 

F. Our ongoing struggle with sin does not exclude us from God’s grace.  Rom 5:20—where sin abounded, grace superabounded.

G. No fear, lots of confidence and assurance.  1John 4:19

H. This is good by itself, but when you see that it answers the struggle of Ch 7, it takes on new meaning

II. Jesus has conquered your enemy
A. He condemned sin in the flesh

1. Sin entered through the one trespass of Adam and brought death (5:12). 

2. Sin became king and reigned over all of Adam’s posterity (5:21).

3. When the Mosaic Law came, sin’s reign became stronger (5:20).

4. Paul says that sin’s reign is broken over you because you’re not under the law (6:14)

5. Now we see that in his death, Jesus destroyed the power of sin in our life

B. God did what the law couldn’t do

1. The law failed, not because of a problem with the law, but because of our inability to keep it
2. Law of sin and death—Ro 7:10: meant to give life, but brought forth death

C. Now sin’s power is broken.  We died to it (Rom 6); We died to it (Rom 7:4)

III. Jesus has made you new
A. Righteous requirement of the law fulfilled in us
B. When we walk according to the Spirit, not according to the flesh
1. Only command in Rom 5-8—Rom 6:11-13

a. Know it—Death and resurrection, free from sin, dead to the law, alive to marry Jesus, fight the enemy within, Jesus fights the enemy within, Jesus fights for you, dies for you, fills you.

b. Pray it into reality

c. Walk in it

2. Believe that you are new

3. Walk as though you are new

4. This fulfills God’s purpose—to have people who actually love him and serve him

5. You become now in part what you will be completely in the future

6. Spirit vs. Flesh—this age vs. Age to come (not physical vs. immaterial)
For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Ordination Questions:
D. Knowledge of the Doctrine of Christ:
1. Present biblical evidence for the deity of Christ, taking into account some objections (e.g. those of Arians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, modernists). You might consider (a) evidence that the Old Testament expected a divine messiah, (b) evidence from the titles of Christ, (c) evidence from specific New Testament teaching, (d) evidence from the acts, perfections and prerogatives ascribed to Christ.

2. Does Christ have a soul?

3. Was Christ a human person?

4. Is the incarnation important to our salvation? How? How would a docetic view affect our view of redemption? What of an Arian view?

5. Was Jesus born of a virgin? What importance does this doctrine have?

6. Explain Christ’s office of Prophet, Priest, & King.

7. Explain his role as Mediator & Surety.

8. What is Christ’s state of humiliation?

9. What is Christ’s state of exaltation?

10. Did Jesus Christ know the time of his coming? Explain why or why not with regard to his deity.

11. Define the following names: Jesus; Son of Man; Christ; Son of God; Lord; Lamb of God.

12. Why do you believe in the sinlessness of Jesus Christ?

13. What does the phrase mean “Christ descended into hell”?

14. “Jesus reconciles us to God, not God to us.” Explain why some people say this and present your response.

15. Was the atonement necessary? Discuss.

16. Identify these various theories of the atonement: 1) The moral influence theory, 2) The governmental theory, & 3) The satisfaction theory. Give a few names of proponents of each view.

17. Define and defend the doctrine of limited atonement. Is there a sense in which Christ died for every individual? Is limited atonement compatible with a universal gospel offer?

18. How do you interpret 1 John 2:2; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Heb. 2:9, and 1 Tim. 2:4-6 in light of definite atonement?

19. How is the resurrection of Christ important for our salvation? His ascension?

20. Describe Christ’s session at the right hand of the Father.

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 20-28
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 36-57
Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			10 min	8:00 - 10am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:10 - 25am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	  5 min	8:25 - 30am








Salvation/Age to Come








Romans 8:  Journey thru the Wilderness


Sin’s power is broken and we are set free.  Jesus conquered sin and gives us eternal life.





Our new status with God means our struggles don’t condemns us, and we grow, walking by the power of Jesus’ Spirit in us .





2nd Coming





Resurrection





Creation
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Present Evil Age








