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 Leadership Development: Theology Boot Camp

Kingdom Living:  Theology in Practice 07
Anthropology, part 2:  Fighting Against the Enemy King
Romans 7:7-25
Romans 7:7-25   7 What then shall we say? That the law is sin? By no means! Yet if it had not been for the law, I would not have known sin. For I would not have known what it is to covet if the law had not said, "You shall not covet."  8 But sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covetousness. For apart from the law, sin lies dead.  9 I was once alive apart from the law, but when the commandment came, sin came alive and I died.  10 The very commandment that promised life proved to be death to me.  11 For sin, seizing an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me and through it killed me.  12 So the law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.  

13 Did that which is good, then, bring death to me? By no means! It was sin, producing death in me through what is good, in order that sin might be shown to be sin, and through the commandment might become sinful beyond measure.  14 For we know that the law is spiritual, but I am of the flesh, sold under sin.  15 For I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate.  16 Now if I do what I do not want, I agree with the law, that it is good.  17 So now it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  18 For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh. For I have the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to carry it out.  19 For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I keep on doing.  20 Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I who do it, but sin that dwells within me.  

21 So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand.  22 For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being,  23 but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members.  24 Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?  25 Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.  
Questions for Triads:

1. How does Paul describe sin in this passage?

2. Why do we struggle with sin?

3. How does sin use the Law to attack you?
4. Do you experience v18?  How?
5. How is Jesus the solution to this problem?
6. Practically how does Jesus help you in this struggle?










Sin used the law to produce sins in me (v8)  
Sin came alive through the law (v9)  
Sin dwells in me (v17)
Sin used the law to deceive me and kill me (v11)
Sin produced death in me (v13)
   Sin controls the flesh (v14)
The Law makes the reality of sin clearer, but the Law can’t defeat it.
Introduction

The doctrine of anthropology—the doctrine of humanity:  what people are like.  
I. Sin’s history in Romans 
A. Sin entered through the one trespass of Adam and brought death (5:12). 
B. Sin became king and reigned over all of Adam’s posterity (5:21).

C. When the Mosaic Law came, sin’s reign became stronger (5:20).

D. Paul says that sin’s reign is broken over you because you’re not under the law (6:14)

Meet sin and what it wants to do to you:  Enslave and control you

II. Is Paul down on the Law?
A. No, it promised life (v10) 
B. No, the law is holy, just, and good (v12)

C. It exposed sin for what it is (v7)

III. So what’s the deal?
A. Sin is so awful, that it can even use the law to further its ends (v8, 9, 11)
B. In learning what sin is, we are open to be tempted to sin (v7-10)
1. Sin deceived into thinking its okay (v7-8)

2. Sin kills us because its wages are death (6:23)

C. Main problem:  v18—the desire to do what’s right, but not the ability to carry it out
D. Law isn’t the solution

1. For Jews and Gentiles in Paul’s day

2. For us today

IV. Solution—Jesus 
A. Mind—serve God and his laws

B. Flesh—serve sin and it’s laws

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Ordination Questions:
D. Knowledge of the Doctrine of Nature, Man and Sin:
1. What is your view of “theistic evolution?” Can you square theistic evolution with the Hebrew text?

2. Was Adam, as described in Genesis, a literal, historical person? Is it important whether we believe in his literal existence? Why? What about Eve? The Serpent? The fruit?

3. Does scripture allow the possibility that man evolved from a lower form of life? Discuss specific texts.

4. Give a brief summary of how the Westminster Confession of Faith (4.2) describes the way God created man.

5. What is the “image of God” in which Adam was made? Is the image lost after the fall? Compare you view with Roman Catholic and Lutheran views.

6. Define human freedom. How is this compatible with the sovereignty of God? With human depravity?

7. Does the image of God include man’s body?

8. Define the dichotomous and trichotomous views of man’s nature. Defend your own position. Is it important which view one takes? Why?

9. “Man cannot be separated into two or three or eight parts. He is a unity.” Respond in light of holistic health care. Psalm 38, and your view of the intermediate state.

10. Where did man’s soul come from, and when? Relate to your view of the incarnation.

11. Was man created good? If so, how could he sin?

12. How would you explain God’s “permission” in the fall?

13. How did Adam’s sin affect his descendants? Discuss their relation to the penalty and guilt of that sin. Is it fair for God to hold us responsible for what he did? Why? On what basis does he hold us responsible?

14. What is sin?

15. What is original sin? What are its components? To what do these components relate in salvation?

16. Describe the manner in which the following groups view original sin: Roman Catholic theology, Pelagianism, & Reformed & Presbyterian theology.

17. What is “total depravity”? Does this mean that fallen man is as bad as he can be? As bad as the Devil? Defend your view from Scripture.

18. What is the penalty for sin?

19. Discuss the effects of the fall on God’s image in man.

20. What is the law written on the conscience?

21. What is its function?

22. Does man have a free will? Defend your answer from Scripture.

23. What do you believe will be the eternal state of those in this age who die without ever hearing the gospel?

24. What is common grace? Who were/are some of the proponents & detractors of this view?

25. What is the relation between special and common grace?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 4, 6, 9
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 10, 12-20
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 17, 20-30
Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am








Salvation/Age to Come








Sin is so evil that it can even use God’s good Law to further enslave us.  





The solution to our struggle with sin is not the Law, but Jesus, who is free from sin, and grants us his freedom.





2nd Coming





Resurrection





Creation








    Fall








Present Evil Age








