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 Leadership Development: Theology Boot Camp

Kingdom Living:  Theology in Practice 05
Anthropology:  Freedom in God’s Kingdom
Romans 7:1-6
Or do you not know, brothers--for I am speaking to those who know the law--that the law is binding on a person only as long as he lives?  
2 For a married woman is bound by law to her husband while he lives, but if her husband dies she is released from the law of marriage.  3 Accordingly, she will be called an adulteress if she lives with another man while her husband is alive. But if her husband dies, she is free from that law, and if she marries another man she is not an adulteress.  
4 Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for God.  5 For while we were living in the flesh, our sinful passions, aroused by the law, were at work in our members to bear fruit for death.  6 But now we are released from the law, having died to that which held us captive, so that we serve in the new way of the Spirit and not in the old way of the written code.
Questions for Triads:

1. Who is Paul addressing in this passage?
2. How does this passage relate to non-Jews?
3. When and how did we die to the law? 
4. What does the marriage illustration mean for you?
5. What blessings come from being married to Christ?
6. How can you grow in this relationship with Christ?

Bear fruit for God(v4)
Released from the Law(v6)
Married to Christ(v4)
Newness of the Spirit(v6)

Raised from the dead(v4)
Law not binding on us(v1)
Died to the law(v4)
Died with Christ (v4)










Married to the Law(v4) 

Held us captive(v6)
Flesh + law = sin(v5)

Bear fruit for death(v5) 
Old ways(v6)
Law binding on us(v1)
Living in the flesh(v5)


Sinful passions aroused by the Law(v5) 
Introduction

The doctrine of anthropology—the doctrine of humanity:  what people are like.  
I. Understanding the Law
A. The Law for them:  The Law of Moses
1. V5—sinful passions aroused by the law
2. Rom 3:20—through the law is the knowledge of sin

3. Rom 4:15—Law brings about wrath.  Where there is no law, there’s no transgression

4. Rom 5:20—The law came in that sin might abound

5. Rom 7:8-11—sin used the law to produce sin in me, apart from the law sin is dead, but when the law came, sin revived and I died
B. The Law for us:  The things that prompt us to sin

1. What is it that reminds you of what God expects, but doesn’t grant you the ability to do it?

a. The sense of ought, when we think we can’t obey.  Willing but unable

2. Seeking salvation or an ongoing relationship with God based on our obedience

So how does this passage apply to us?  Well, there are two ways to be saved, aren’t there?  Either you must be perfectly obedient to God, or you need his grace.  For those people who today whose sins are not forgiven, they will be judged by the perfect standard of God.  They will be judged by the law.  In that sense, all non-Christians are still under the law, they are obligated to keep the law, and they will be judged for breaking it.  This is how we can understand how this passage applies to us.  It is a wonderful reminder that we have been freed from the condemning power of the law in our renewed relationship with God.

FOR us—seeking to be saved or lvie by works.

ANTHROPOLOGY:  How we live is connected to how we relate to God and his expectations.  
II. The Old Marriage
A. Past—You were married to it
What’s it like being married to a wonderful spouse?

What kind of environment does that create?  

Caring, gentle, understanding, good communication…

There is a freedom that breeds creativity in expression.  

How does that marriage affect people around it?
  It blesses those who touch it.  Spreads love and care.
What about the opposite?  If someone has a terrible spouse.  What is the environment like?  

Frustration, malicious sarcasm, 

What if the spouse is abusive?

Depression, hopelessness, despair, coldness, anger, resentment, bitterness, feelings of vengeance.


That’s what it’s like being married to the Law.  Jews and today.
B. Separation—you died (v4)

1. When, in the death of Christ (Romans 6:4-6)
2. This happened when you believed

Being free from that way of thinking that our relationship with God is based on works.



When you believe in Christ—something happens to you.  Your relationship to the Law fundamentally changes.  KNOW—you’re not under obligation to keep it for your standing with God.  

BE—you experience freedom from it’s condemning and it’s sin-producing effects

DO—you no longer obey to earn something before God. 

III. The New Marriage
A. Married to Christ
Joy—he cares, loves, provides, protects you

B. Results of the marriage—wedding gifts
1. You now bear fruit for God

Vine and branches.
2. Serve in the new life of the Spirit
The phrases in the text…

From Edward Fisher’s The Marrow of Modern Divinity:

And if the law, of itself, should presume to come into your conscience, and say, "Here and here thou hast transgressed, and broken me, and therefore thou owest so much and so much to divine justice, which must be satisfied, or else I will take hold on thee"; then answer you and say, "O law! be it known unto thee, that I am now married unto Christ, and so I am under covert; and therefore if thou charge me with any debt, thou must enter thine action against my husband, Christ, for the wife is not sueable at the law, but the husband. But the truth is, I through him am dead to thee, O law! and thou art dead to me; and therefore Justice hath nothing to do with me, for it judgeth according to the law." 

And if it yet reply, and say, "Aye, but good works must be done and the commandments must be kept, if thou wilt obtain salvation"; then answer you, and say, "I am already saved before thou camest; and therefore I have no need of thy presence, for in Christ I have all things at once. He is my righteousness, my treasure, and work; I confess, O law! that I am neither godly nor righteous, but yet this I am sure of, that he is godly and righteous for me. And to tell the truth, O law! I am now with him in the bridechamber, where it maketh no matter what I am, or what I have done; but what Christ, my sweet husband, is, has done, and does for me.' 

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Ordination Questions:
D. Knowledge of the Doctrine of Nature, Man and Sin:
1. What is your view of “theistic evolution?” Can you square theistic evolution with the Hebrew text?

2. Was Adam, as described in Genesis, a literal, historical person? Is it important whether we believe in his literal existence? Why? What about Eve? The Serpent? The fruit?

3. Does scripture allow the possibility that man evolved from a lower form of life? Discuss specific texts.

4. Give a brief summary of how the Westminster Confession of Faith (4.2) describes the way God created man.

5. What is the “image of God” in which Adam was made? Is the image lost after the fall? Compare you view with Roman Catholic and Lutheran views.

6. Define human freedom. How is this compatible with the sovereignty of God? With human depravity?

7. Does the image of God include man’s body?

8. Define the dichotomous and trichotomous views of man’s nature. Defend your own position. Is it important which view one takes? Why?

9. “Man cannot be separated into two or three or eight parts. He is a unity.” Respond in light of holistic health care. Psalm 38, and your view of the intermediate state.

10. Where did man’s soul come from, and when? Relate to your view of the incarnation.

11. Was man created good? If so, how could he sin?

12. How would you explain God’s “permission” in the fall?

13. How did Adam’s sin affect his descendants? Discuss their relation to the penalty and guilt of that sin. Is it fair for God to hold us responsible for what he did? Why? On what basis does he hold us responsible?

14. What is sin?

15. What is original sin? What are its components? To what do these components relate in salvation?

16. Describe the manner in which the following groups view original sin: Roman Catholic theology, Pelagianism, & Reformed & Presbyterian theology.

17. What is “total depravity”? Does this mean that fallen man is as bad as he can be? As bad as the Devil? Defend your view from Scripture.

18. What is the penalty for sin?

19. Discuss the effects of the fall on God’s image in man.

20. What is the law written on the conscience?

21. What is its function?

22. Does man have a free will? Defend your answer from Scripture.

23. What do you believe will be the eternal state of those in this age who die without ever hearing the gospel?

24. What is common grace? Who were/are some of the proponents & detractors of this view?

25. What is the relation between special and common grace?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 4, 6, 9
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 10, 12-20
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 17, 20-30
Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am








Salvation/Age to Come








We were married to things that produce sin in us.





We died with Christ, so that marriage is over.





Now we are married to Christ, and liberated to live in the Spirit.








2nd Coming





Resurrection





Creation








    Fall








Present Evil Age








