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 Leadership Development: Theology Boot Camp

Kingdom Living:  Theology in Practice 04
Sanctification:  Living Consistently in God’s Kingdom
Romans 6:14-23
14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since you are not under law but under grace.  15 What then? Are we to sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means!  16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness?  
17 But thanks be to God, that you who were once slaves of sin have become obedient from the heart to the standard of teaching to which you were committed,  18 and, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness.  
19 I am speaking in human terms, because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness leading to sanctification.  
20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness.  21 But what fruit were you getting at that time from the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death.  22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life.  23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Questions for Triads:

1. What is the question Paul is answering here?
2. Is it possible for a Christians to live as though they are in enslaved to sin?
3. What do we experience when we sin?
4. What are the 2 groups of gospel blessings?  Which does Paul describe here?
5. Why is it hard to believe these blessings are true?
6. How can you apply these blessings in your life?

Set free from sin (v18, 22)  
Sin has no dominion over you (v14)

Slave of righteousness (v18)
Eternal Life (v22, 23)
Free Gift  (v23) 
Sanctification (v19)
Under grace (v14)

Obedient from the heart (v17)
Slave of God (v22)









Wages (v23)
Slave of sin (v16, 17)
Free from righteousness (v20)
Death (v16, 23)
Introduction

Here is the problem:  We’ve seen Paul describing salvation as this overlapping of the ages.  We have “access” into God’s kingdom of salvation, we experience it because of the work of Christ, baptism preaches to us that we’ve been transferred in.

But what if you’re not experiencing a life characterized by heaven?  You see that in Christ, you’re up here, but in your experience, you’re down here?   
Paul asks the question differently in our verses, but his answer will teach us how to live up here.  Paul’s question is, “If sin has no dominion over me, can I sin without consequence?”  His answer is heck no!
v15—If sin has no dominion over me, can I sin without consequence?   Heck no!

I. You put yourself in bondage by obeying
Obeying is habit forming.  
A. Christians who are free can live as though they are in bondage
Trained dogs—after training, master doesn’t need a leash

Tied elephants—after training, use a rope and a small stake

People you look up to, but can’t win their favor—their presence controls you.  Boss at work.  Or relationships.
B. Every time you sin—you train yourself to sin.  

It gets easier and easier.  Sinful response becomes habitual.  
One of the keys is committing the sin the first time.  After that, the temptation we feel tells us, “You’ve already done this before.  What’s one more time?  It’s not like you can claim you’ve never done this sin.”

Downward Spiral: it gets worse and worse. Lust is satisfied, but returns stronger

It sears your conscience, steals your joy, robs you of your assurance, makes you feel far from God, isolates you from fellowship, causes you to sink further and further into your own sin and misery, ultimately making you feel like you are no Christian at all, but have been fooling yourself and those around you

Can this spiral be stopped?  How do you break the bondage of habitual sin?

II. The Gospel gives more than forgiveness.
A. The medical blessings of the gospel
You get drunk and then get behind the wheel of car. You cause a horrific accident with other cars—radically injuring yourself and others.  Two groups show up at the scene of the accident:  the Police and the Paramedics.  
They show up because you have two kinds of problems:  Legal and Medical.  Legal—you’ve broken the law and must face the punishment for your crimes.
But also medical—you’re unconscious, with broken legs, a cracked sternum, and lacerations on your face.  You need someone to fix your body, so you can walk and live as God intended.
How strange would it be if you were taken from the scene of the accident.  Wheeled into a courtroom on a gurney, and put on trial?  Let’s say that there was good news:  you were found guilty, but someone came forward and offered to take your punishment so you could go free.  That would solve your legal problems, but what if the court room emptied, and you were left there alone, crippled, broken, and completely incapacitated?  
We know that in the gospel, Jesus solves our legal problem.  In justification, Jesus takes our sin and gives us his perfect life, so we are counted righteous in God’s sight.  In terms of the overlapping of ages diagram, God treats us as though we’re up here, even though we’ve been living down here.  

But does God leave us alone in the courtroom?  Does he do anything to solve our medical problems?  
Yes!  He doesn’t just treat as though we are up here, he brings us up here and he changes who we are.
Listen to the words of YOUR GOD; listen to the one who CANNOT LIE:  V17-18—you were once slaves of sin, but have been set free from sin and become slaves of righteousness.
Paul doesn’t say you’ve been forgiven.  That will make you grateful, but it won’t fix your broken leg.  Paul says your relationship with sin has been forever changed.  You are no longer enslaved to sin. 
B. You really are  free
There’s no leash
When sin calls you and you think that it has control over you, check your neck, I promise that there’s no leash around it.  You can say no.
You’re being held by a thread
When sin tries to hold you down and keep you from doing right, check your leg.  Sin is holding  you by a thread.  Break the thread and follow Christ.


Walter Marshall, ch 3:

We commonly think that we must get an holy frame by producing in anew in ourselves, and by forming it and working it out in our own hearts.  Therefore many that are seriously devout take a great deal of pains to mortify their corrupted nature, and beget an holy frame of heart in themselves by striving earnestly to master their sinful lusts, and by pressing vehemently upon their hearts many motives to godliness, laboring importunately to squeeze good qualifications out of them as oil out of a flint.  They account that though they be justified by a righteousness wrought out by Christ, yet they must be sanctified by a holiness wrought out by themselves.  

Ch 12

Thus they endeavor to reform their old state and to be made perfect in the flesh, instead of putting it off and walking according to the new state in Christ.  They trust on low carnal things for holiness, and upon the acts of their own will, their purposes, resolutions, and endeavors, instead of Christ; and they trust to Christ to help them in this carnal way; whereas true faith would teach them that they are nothing, and that they do but labor in vain.

They may as well attempt to wash a Blackamoor white as to purge the flesh or natural man from its evil lusts, and make it pure and holy.  It is desperately wicked, past all cure.  They that would cure the flesh and make it holy by their own resolutions and endeavors, do act quite contrary to the design of Christ’s death:  for He died, not that the flesh or old natural man might be made holy, but that it might be crucified and destroyed out of us (Rom 6:6), and that we might live to God, and not to ourselves, not by any natural power of our own resolutions or endeavors, but by Christ living in us, and by His Spirit bringing forth the fruits of righteousness in us (Gal 2:20; 5:24-25).  Therefore we must be content to leave the natural man vile and wicked as we found it, until it be utterly abolished by death.  Our way to mortify sinful affections and lusts must be not by purging them out of the flesh, but by putting off the flesh itself, and getting above into Christ by faith, and walking in that new nature that is by Him.
C. You have to believe it to experience it
V19—So now present yourselves no more to sin, but to God.

The natural imperative, based on the indicative
Preach the Medical blessings to yourself.

Marshall, ch 12:
you must work as those that have all these things already, according to your new state in Christ; as such who are only to receive them more and more by faith, as they are ready prepared and treasured up for you, and freely given to you, in your spiritual Head, the Lord Jesus Christ.

III. See the outcome of the two ages
A. Obeying sin:  Leads to death, now and forever.

Life enslaved to sin produces sin and misery in this life—even the good apart from God produces self-sufficiency, self-righteousness.

The freedom fallacy:  Unbelievers are free from one thing:  righteousness

B. Obeying God:  Leads to holiness, now and forever.

Summed up in 6:23—wages of sin death.  Gift of God.  Notice that it is all of grace.  Death is deserved, waged.  Eternal life is gracious, a gift.

What we do—whether serving sin or serving God is us walking a road of experience.  Every temptation is an ivitation to walk the road that leads to death in this life and in the future.  Every temptation is an opportunity for us to stay on the road that leads to life.  When we walk as those who are freee from sin, resurrectied with Christ, we experience more and more of the joys of heaven.  
EXTRA NOTES
You are not the same
When sin comes to abuse you like it always has, look in the mirror.  Where is your mirror?  Is it the shiny glass on the wall in your bathroom?  NO!  We are not called to walk by sight.  If you look into the mirror on your wall, you will see the person who has been ravaged and controlled by sin all your life.  Where is the mirror for our eyes of faith?  Where may we see ourselves as we truly are?  


It’s the word.  More specifically, it’s Christ.  Christ is the one you need to remember when you think about who you are.  This is what we’ve studied in the first half of Romans 6.  If you want to know what’s happened to you, think about what’s happened to Christ.  He died, you are dead to sin.  He was raised from the dead, you too are raised with him and now begin to live New Heavens and New Earth Life!  Don’t look in the bathroom mirror, look to Christ.  By doing this, God will fill you with strength and make your grow.

2Co 3:18—“But we all, with unveiled face; beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Lord, who is the Spirit.”


In life, when you have this kind of relationship with someone, where they just seem to have control over you, this normally doesn’t change until something drastic happens.  Your thinking changes drastically either because you see yourself as “worth” more than you used to, or you see them as not “worth” as much as you used to.


With regard to our relationship to sin, how much greater a change could possibly take place?  Of how much greater worth are you now that you are a child of God.  Sin is not your master any more.  It offers you nothing that you need.  Sin no longer has dominion over you.  You are not sin’s slave.  You do not need to respect sin any more.  You are no longer the battered wife who continues to return to her evil husband because she thinks she deserves the beatings that she gets.  When sin comes back for you, it cannot find you without Christ at your side.  You have a new husband.  You are no longer married to sin, but you are married to Christ, and Christ DOES NOT EVER LEAVE YOUR SIDE.  If sin wants to come and have you for its pleasure, will you “sleep” with sin in the presence of your new husband?  Ridiculous!

From Edward Fisher’s The Marrow of Modern Divinity:

And if the law, of itself, should presume to come into your conscience, and say, "Here and here thou hast transgressed, and broken me, and therefore thou owest so much and so much to divine justice, which must be satisfied, or else I will take hold on thee"; then answer you and say, "O law! be it known unto thee, that I am now married unto Christ, and so I am under covert; and therefore if thou charge me with any debt, thou must enter thine action against my husband, Christ, for the wife is not sueable at the law, but the husband. But the truth is, I through him am dead to thee, O law! and thou art dead to me; and therefore Justice hath nothing to do with me, for it judgeth according to the law." 

And if it yet reply, and say, "Aye, but good works must be done and the commandments must be kept, if thou wilt obtain salvation"; then answer you, and say, "I am already saved before thou camest; and therefore I have no need of thy presence, for in Christ I have all things at once. He is my righteousness, my treasure, and work; I confess, O law! that I am neither godly nor righteous, but yet this I am sure of, that he is godly and righteous for me. And to tell the truth, O law! I am now with him in the bridechamber, where it maketh no matter what I am, or what I have done; but what Christ, my sweet husband, is, has done, and does for me.' 

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
G. Knowledge of the Application of Redemption:
1. What is the role of the Law in salvation?

2. What is regeneration? What are some alternate terms by which regeneration is described in scripture?

3. What is the difference between regeneration and conversion?

4. Does regeneration “precede” faith? In what sense? Can you be regenerate without having faith, or vice versa?

5. Is there a work of conviction of sin, which precedes regeneration? Discuss.

6. What is faith? Is it a human work or a gift? Why or why not?

7. What is faith in Jesus Christ? Is it sufficient for salvation?

8. If regeneration precedes faith, and faith precedes justification, does justification then depend upon our inner, subjective change (regeneration)? Discuss.

9. Why are justification and sanctification distinguishable but inseparable?

10. What does it mean to be holy in Christ? Is it ever possible for an unbeliever to be holy in some sense? Distinguish between different senses of sanctification, e.g. between definitive and progressive sanctification. In what sense are children holy in 1 Corinthians 7:14?

11. Why do our standards distinguish between justification as an “act” of God and sanctification as a “work” of God? Which is forensic? Which is ethical?

12. Justification is “by faith”. Is sanctification also “by faith”? What is the place for human works in sanctification or are we totally passive?

13. Explain definitive sanctification.

14. What is glorification? Is there any sense in which glorification is a present experience of believers?

15. What methods of presenting the gospel are consistent with a Reformed understanding of soteriology? What methods are inconsistent?

H. Knowledge of the Doctrine of the Christian Life:

1. Is perfect sanctification attainable in this life? Present biblical evidence. Who were some of the people that taught Perfectionism? Reply to their claims. Are there any expressions of perfectionism today?

2. Is assurance a necessary element of faith?

3. Are either antinomianism or legalism a threat to a proper understanding and practice of the Christian life today? First define each term and then explain each position in some detail. Finally, explain your position.

4. Are NT believers obligated to keep the law of God? Discuss Matt 5:17ff and the NT teaching that believers are “not under the law, but under grace”.

5. If believers are responsible to keep the law, which laws are still in effect? Discuss distinctions between “moral”, “ceremonial”, and civil” laws in this connection.

6. What was Jesus saying when he counseled his disciples to turn the other cheek? Is it ever legitimate for a Christian to defend himself or others by force? To go to war?

7. Is deception ever permitted in Scripture? If so, when?

8. Are we ever justified in disobeying people in authority (parents, church officers, civil officers)? When? Is revolution ever justified? What about civil disobedience?

9. What is your obligation toward the poor and hungry of the world? Is it right for us to enjoy luxuries while others starve?

10. How would you deal with an Elder that was disruptive to the Session?

11. Outline a brief bibliography for Christian growth. Give reasons for your selections.

Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am








Salvation/Age to Come








Paul says we’re free from sin





Temptation says we’re still enslaved to sin.





We float up and down between the old and new self based on our faith in Scripture’s teaching that we are dead to sin.





2nd Coming





Resurrection





Creation








    Fall








Present Evil Age








