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 Leadership Development: Theology Boot Camp

Kingdom Living:  Theology in Practice 01
Sanctification:  The Practical Application of Entering God’s Kingdom
Romans 5:1-11


Questions for Triads:

1. What do we have access to when we believe?  How can this access affect your life?
2. What three things do Christians boast in?  Why?
3. Why is our hope sure?  What does the Holy Spirit bring?
4. How should we look at suffering?

5. 
Why does the future give us assurance today?

6. Do we need to be changed before we can be forgiven?  How do you know from this text?

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.  2 Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we boast in hope of the glory of God.  

3 More than that, we boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,  4 and endurance produces character, and character produces hope,  5 and hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.  

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For one will scarcely die for a righteous person--though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die--  8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  9 Since, therefore, we have now been justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.  

11 More than that, we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.













Introduction

At the end of year 1, we described the kingdom of God as the Overlapping of the Ages.  We talked about how God was bringing his blessings to earth in two progressive stages through Jesus’ first and second comings.
I. Access into grace

a. Justified—declared righteous by God.  
b. Grace—access: OT presence of God
c. Peace—no more war.  Together
d. You’re up in heaven (Eph 2:6 confirms this).  These are the blessings of heaven that you are experiencing today.
II. We boast—new perspective on life.  New boast—what are you trusting in?  2:17—Jews boasted in the Law.  3:27—Where is boasting?  It’s excluded.  No one can boast in their works.  But Paul tells us what we should boast in.  This is the grounds of confidence today and in the future
a. In hope of the glory of God (future)  Hope is the confident expectation of something unseen. Adam fell short of the glory of God, Christ restored it.  Now we look forward to it.  God will make all things right.
b. In sufferings cuz = more hope.  sufferings ( endurance ( character ( hope.  Not look to this life…
c. Hope is sure because of Holy Spirit (present experience guarantees future).  HS brings heaven.  Brings the love of God (v5).
i. In one sense, you are raised into heaven.  In another sense, heaven comes down to you through the Holy Spirit.  

ii. Your experience of the Spirit influences you in the categories of Know, Be, Do.  

1. You now know by the authority of God’s word that the Holy Spirit has been given to you.  It fills you with the love of God.  You have this love and can draw from it when you remember you have it.  This knowledge encourages.
2. For some, they simply experience the love of God.  Many of you knew that you had the love of God even before you heard about it from the Bible. You experience God’s love in your heart and you see it coming from you in your relationships with others.
3. For others, you see the love of God poured out in your hearts because of the evidence of it in terms of what you do.  Your life is changing.  You are growing.  You see the fruits of love manifested in your life.  You know you have the love of God in you because you see yourself sharing that love with others.
III. By faith in Jesus. V11
a. He’s up here, you’re in him. He’s why you’re up  here.  Faith comes first, then change.  Faith gets you up here, then change flows from that.  “Since we’ve been justified.”
b. When we were sinners, Christ died for us.  So while we were down here, we were justified (v9) and reconciled (v10), so we boast in God through Jesus.  It’s his work that saves us, not ours.  ASSURANCE. 
Charles Spurgeon once said that every blessing we get from God comes wrapped as a gift.  And the gift has a tag on it.  The tag says, “More to come.”  We are just started in this exploration of Romans 5-8.  You haven’t seen anything yet.  Justification—God says, “There’s more to come.”  Peace with God—more to come.  Access into grace—more to come.  It’s going to get better and better.  

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)

Ordination Questions:  
G. Knowledge of the Application of Redemption:
1. What is the role of the Law in salvation?

2. What is regeneration? What are some alternate terms by which regeneration is described in scripture?

3. What is the difference between regeneration and conversion?

4. Does regeneration “precede” faith? In what sense? Can you be regenerate without having faith, or vice versa?

5. Is there a work of conviction of sin, which precedes regeneration? Discuss.

6. What is faith? Is it a human work or a gift? Why or why not?

7. What is faith in Jesus Christ? Is it sufficient for salvation?

8. If regeneration precedes faith, and faith precedes justification, does justification then depend upon our inner, subjective change (regeneration)? Discuss.

9. Why are justification and sanctification distinguishable but inseparable?

10. What does it mean to be holy in Christ? Is it ever possible for an unbeliever to be holy in some sense? Distinguish between different senses of sanctification, e.g. between definitive and progressive sanctification. In what sense are children holy in 1 Corinthians 7:14?

11. Why do our standards distinguish between justification as an “act” of God and sanctification as a “work” of God? Which is forensic? Which is ethical?

12. Justification is “by faith”. Is sanctification also “by faith”? What is the place for human works in sanctification or are we totally passive?

13. Explain definitive sanctification.

14. What is glorification? Is there any sense in which glorification is a present experience of believers?

15. What methods of presenting the gospel are consistent with a Reformed understanding of soteriology? What methods are inconsistent?

H. Knowledge of the Doctrine of the Christian Life:

1. Is perfect sanctification attainable in this life? Present biblical evidence. Who were some of the people that taught Perfectionism? Reply to their claims. Are there any expressions of perfectionism today?

2. Is assurance a necessary element of faith?

3. Are either antinomianism or legalism a threat to a proper understanding and practice of the Christian life today? First define each term and then explain each position in some detail. Finally, explain your position.

4. Are NT believers obligated to keep the law of God? Discuss Matt 5:17ff and the NT teaching that believers are “not under the law, but under grace”.

5. If believers are responsible to keep the law, which laws are still in effect? Discuss distinctions between “moral”, “ceremonial”, and civil” laws in this connection.

6. What was Jesus saying when he counseled his disciples to turn the other cheek? Is it ever legitimate for a Christian to defend himself or others by force? To go to war?

7. Is deception ever permitted in Scripture? If so, when?

8. Are we ever justified in disobeying people in authority (parents, church officers, civil officers)? When? Is revolution ever justified? What about civil disobedience?

9. What is your obligation toward the poor and hungry of the world? Is it right for us to enjoy luxuries while others starve?

10. How would you deal with an Elder that was disruptive to the Session?

11. Outline a brief bibliography for Christian growth. Give reasons for your selections.

Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am
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   This future salvation is sure,





 because we begin experiencing this future salvation today.








