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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp
Section 12
Eschatology:  Doctrine of The End Times

Questions for Triads:

1. What is the most important thing to understand in eschatology?

2. What are the two ages?  What does it mean that the ages overlap?
3. How does Jesus’ reign as king look while the ages overlap?  


4. What should our lives look like while the ages overlap?
5. What blessings do we receive from the age to come?
6. Practically how we experience more of the age to come?

The Coming of the Kingdom of God:  The Overlapping of the Ages



Introduction

Last month, we discussed the different perspectives on eschatology.  Premillennialism, Amillennialism, and Postmillennialism.  Today we’re going to talk about the most important thing to understand in eschatology.  This is what you should really think about when you think about eschatology:  the kingdom of God.  That’s what it’s really all about.  Understanding the kingdom of God and how it comes to earth is the most important thing in eschatology. 

The Fall Sets the Stage

Westminster Shorter Catechism 

17.  Into what estate did the fall bring mankind? The fall brought mankind into an estate of sin and misery.

20.  Did God leave all mankind to perish in the estate of sin and misery? A. God having, out of his mere good pleasure, from all eternity, elected some to everlasting life, did enter into a covenant of grace, to deliver them out of the estate of sin and misery, and to bring them into an estate of salvation by a Redeemer.

He delivers us through a Redeemer, and that Redeemer is a king who brings the kingdom of God.  

The Kingdom of God is anywhere God is honored, where his authority is seen in word and deed, and where his followers incarnate (bring to life) what life will be when he comes back.
How will God bring his kingdom?  

A. Old Testament Perspective:

Ezekiel 34:11-17  12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day.  15 I will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down," says the Lord GOD.  16 "I will seek what was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment.  17  I shall judge between sheep and sheep, between rams and goats.”

Ezekiel 36:25-38   25 "Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols.  26 "I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.  27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep My judgments and do them.  28 "Then you shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God.  29 I will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no famine upon you.  30 "And I will multiply the fruit of your trees and the increase of your fields, so that you need never again bear the reproach of famine among the nations.  33 "On the day that I cleanse you from all your iniquities, I will also enable you to dwell in the cities, and the ruins shall be rebuilt.  35 "So they will say, 'This land that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden.'  36 I, the LORD, have spoken it, and I will do it."  

Ezekiel 37:12-28   12 'Thus says the Lord GOD: "Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.  14 "I will put My Spirit in you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land.  23 "They shall not defile themselves anymore with their idols, nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions; but I will deliver them from all their dwelling places in which they have sinned, and will cleanse them. Then they shall be My people, and I will be their God.  24 " David My servant shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd; they shall also walk in My judgments and observe My statutes, and do them.  

Isaiah 9:6-7   6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
The Old Testament sees one coming of God/the Messiah to bring the kingdom in its fullness.
B. The New Testament Perspective—Jesus

When Jesus comes, he clearly establishes the kingdom

Matthew 4:17   17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand."

Matthew 12:28   28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

Matthew 28:18-19   18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,

Jesus established his kingdom, it began.  It came with great power—people were healed, demons were exorcised, miracles abounded, and people were turning their hearts back to God.  But it didn’t come completely.  Though he defeated sin and Satan in his death and resurrection, the perfected existence promised in the Old Testament did not fully come.  Theologians say that 

In Jesus, the kingdom of God was inaugurated, but it hasn’t yet been consummated.  Geerhardus Vos, a theologian in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s called this the Overlapping of the Ages.

At Harbor, we call this the now and the not yet.  Or the now and the more to come.  

Hebrews 2:8-9   8 Now in putting everything in subjection to Jesus, God left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him.  9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor.
After the cross, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus, the two ages overlap—they exist simultaneously in the world today.  Jesus has brought the kingdom of God in his first coming.  And he will consummate the kingdom in his second coming.

1 Corinthians 15:25-27   25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  27 For "God has put all things in subjection under his feet."
Present Evil Age
Galatians 1:4 “Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age.”

2Corinthians 4:4  “whose minds the god of this age has blinded”

Ephesians 2:2 “you once walked according to the age of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air”

The Age to Come

Ephesians 1:21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.
Hebrews 6:4-5 Those who were once enlightened, and have tasted the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come.
C. The New Testament Perspective—You
So how does this affect us?  Well, we all know that we are part of this present evil age.  We all struggle with sin and selfishness. But when we believe, Jesus brings to us the blessings of his kingdom. 

1. We are forgiven.  Eph 1:7-8

Ephesians 1:7-8   7 In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace,  8 which he lavished upon us

We have forgiveness and we’ve been set free through Jesus. 

2. We are raised up twice.  Eph 2:4-6

Ephesians 2:4-6  4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by grace you have been saved--  6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

We’ve been raised from the dead and raised up into heaven.  We’re now part of the age to come.
3. We are part of the new creation.  2Cor 5:17

2 Corinthians 5:17   17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.
We are new creation! Our salvation has been inaugurated, and it waits to be consummated.

You belong to both ages. 

All that you will be in the new heavens and new earth you begin to be now.  In this age you are in part what you will be in perfectly in the age to come.  Movie Trailer.  
4. We are freed from the power of sin.  Rom 6:6-8

Romans 6:6-8   6 We know that our old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.  7 For one who has died has been set free from sin.  8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him.

Think about your life—every area—imagine how you’d be if you were in heaven.  Your response to things, your attitudes, actions, reactions, if you were perfect, if you were filled with the love of God, the joy of Christ, the patience and gentleness.  You have the Christ in you—he is these things.  
Here’s How to Grow—you have to believe this is true!! 
Colossians 3:1-4 If then you have been raised with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of the Father.  Set your minds on the things above, not on the things on earth, for your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Walk as though it’s true.  That’s part of what it means to live by faith.  

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Logical Flow of the Theological Topics

1.Covenants—How God relates to people

2.Theology Proper—Doctrine of God (Start with God)

3.Anthropology—Doctrine of Man (Created and Fallen)

4.Christology—Doctrine of Christ (Solution to the Fall)


5.Soteriology—Doctrine of Salvation (Experiencing Christ)

6.Ecclesiology—Doctrine of the Church (Group of Saved People)

7.Eschatology—Doctrine of the Last Things (What’s Next?)

Hot Button Issues in this Section:

The rapture
The 2nd Coming—When?

Who is the Anti-Christ?

Will the world get better or worse?

How do we make sense of Revelation?

What’s the mark of the Beast?

Final Judgment 

The status of the Israel as a nation

Ordination Questions:  
J. Knowledge of Eschatology:

1. How would you answer from Scripture the 7th Day Adventist who contends that the souls of believers sleep until the resurrection?

2. What are the most common views that constitute “Reformed Eschatology”? What view did the following men espouse? John Calvin, Edwards, Dabney, Thornwell, Giradeau, C. Hodge, Shedd, Warfield, A.A. Hoekema, Kuyper, Bavinck, Ridderbos, Berkouwer, John Murray, Van Til, & L. Berkhof? 

3. What are some of the difficult problems with a Premillenial interpretation? An amillenial interpretation? A postmillenial interpretation?

4. Is it wrong to apply prophetical Scripture to current events? E.g.: increase in immorality, Israel’s prominence in the Middle East and expanding its borders, the common market, growth in power of Russia, China, or the Mideast?

5. What does Revelation 20:1-6 mean?

6. What is the binding of Satan in Revelation 20? Is it synonymous with the binding of the strong man in Matt. 12 and Mark 3?

7. What is Paul teaching regarding Israel in Romans 9, 10, and 11?

8. Are there any unfulfilled prophecies from the OT, which still concern Israel as a nation today? What are they?

9. Will the Temple, of necessity, be rebuilt prior to, or at, the 2nd Coming of Christ?

10. What is Peter teaching in 2 Peter 3:3-13?

11. What does “Parousia” mean? Explain.

12. What is “the Great Tribulation?”

13. What will be the signs of the 2nd Coming of Christ?

14. What is hyper-preterism?

15. What are its major tenets?

16. Who are its staunchest supporters?

17. Do you consider it a heresy? Why or why not?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 32-33
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q’s 37-38  Westminster Larger Catechism, Q’s  82-90
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Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am
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