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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp
Section 11
Eschatology:  Doctrine of The End Times

Questions for Triads:

1. What are the differences between Dispensationalism and Covenantal Eschatology?
2. Name the 3 views of the timing of the 2nd coming.
3. Describe when Jesus returns in relationship to the millennial kingdom in the three approaches.


4. What is the main difference between the A-millennial and the post-millennial views?
5. What are the problems with the Pre-mil view?
6. Does this matter?  What difference does it make?

Family Feud
Question:  Name an event that happens between the Death/Burial/Ascension of Jesus and the New Heavens and Earth.

Jesus Death, Resurrection, and Ascension

1. Satan Bound
2. Millennial Kingdom (1000 year reign)

3. Satan loosed

4. Tribulation (Evil One, Battle)

5. 
2nd Coming of Jesus

6. Rapture

7. Resurrection from the dead
New Heavens and New Earth
Major Approaches
	
	DISPENSATIONAL
	COVENANTAL


	General Description
	God has two plans:  one for Israel, one for the church
God made promises to Israel that haven’t been fulfilled, so he will return to a relationship with Israel and fulfill those promises


	God has one plan:  it’s the same for Israel and the Church

God’s promises to Israel were either fulfilled in the Old Testament (i.e. the land promises), or were fulfilled in Jesus and the church (being a blessing to the nations of the earth) 



	When will Jesus return in relation to his kingdom reign?
	Pre-millennial
	Pre-millennial

A-millennial

Post-millennial


Ordering the Approaches
1. Pre-millennial View (Dispensational or Covenantal)

                     1. Satan bound
                 7.  Resurrection of believers


            7. Resurrection of the wicked
              5. 2nd Coming (Public)



        5. Jesus triumphs
           4. Tribulation




    4. Tribulation
          3. Satan loosed




3. Satan loosed


    6. Rapture 


  







 5. 2nd Coming (Secret)

2. Millennial Kingdom



    
New Heavens 











   and Earth
2. A-millennial View

  

 
 7. Resurrection from the dead 

         



    6. Rapture
         



 5. 2nd Coming of Jesus
      
    

4. Tribulation
         3. Satan loosed at the end of millennial kingdom
     2. Millennial Kingdom begins  (while the gospel will save people, no guarantee that the world will become Christian)
         1. Satan bound at the cross











New Heavens 











   and Earth
3. Post-millennial View

   
 7. Resurrection from the dead 

         

    


6. Rapture
         

 

5. 2nd Coming of Jesus
      
    

4. Tribulation
         

3. Satan loosed at the end of millennial kingdom
     2. Millennial Kingdom begins (gradual progressive success of the gospel until the world is mostly Christian)
         1. Satan bound at the cross 
New Heavens
   and Earth

Pertinent Passages:

1 Corinthians 15:20-28   23 But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ.  24 Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power.  25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.  26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death.  28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all.

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17   16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.

Matthew 25:31-33, 46   31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left. 46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”
John 5:28-29  an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
Notes:

Pre-mil view:  There’s a “double vision” here.  There are 2 second comings, and a third triumph of Jesus over the forces of evil.  

Satan is loosed twice

There is an intense period of tribulation—twice.   First time it’s the Anti-Christ, 2nd time it’s Satan himself.  

Nature of the millennial kingdom:  Glorified, resurrected Jesus on earth, with glorified, resurrected saints + non-glorified, non-resurrected saints who became believers after the rapture, but weren’t killed during the Tribulation.  When these people die in the millennial kingdom, they’ll be immediately resurrected in glorified bodies.  

There is a 1007 year period between the resurrection of the righteous, and the resurrection of the wicked.  This is a major problem.  John 5:28-29 an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice  29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment.
Who is Satan going to marshall as an army to war against Jesus at the end of the 1000 years?  The dispensationalists say that the non-glorified saints will have children who don’t believe in Jesus—as many as the sand of the sea—and they will declare war on Jesus. Jesus will destroy their final attack and then usher in heaen 
For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Logical Flow of the Theological Topics

1.Covenants—How God relates to people

2.Theology Proper—Doctrine of God (Start with God)

3.Anthropology—Doctrine of Man (Created and Fallen)

4.Christology—Doctrine of Christ (Solution to the Fall)


5.Soteriology—Doctrine of Salvation (Experiencing Christ)

6.Ecclesiology—Doctrine of the Church (Group of Saved People)

7.Eschatology—Doctrine of the Last Things (What’s Next?)

Hot Button Issues in this Section:

The rapture
The 2nd Coming—When?

Who is the Anti-Christ?

Will the world get better or worse?

How do we make sense of Revelation?

What’s the mark of the Beast?

Final Judgment 

The status of the Israel as a nation

Ordination Questions:  
J. Knowledge of Eschatology:

1. How would you answer from Scripture the 7th Day Adventist who contends that the souls of believers sleep until the resurrection?

2. What are the most common views that constitute “Reformed Eschatology”? What view did the following men espouse? John Calvin, Edwards, Dabney, Thornwell, Giradeau, C. Hodge, Shedd, Warfield, A.A. Hoekema, Kuyper, Bavinck, Ridderbos, Berkouwer, John Murray, Van Til, & L. Berkhof? 

3. What are some of the difficult problems with a Premillenial interpretation? An amillenial interpretation? A postmillenial interpretation?

4. Is it wrong to apply prophetical Scripture to current events? E.g.: increase in immorality, Israel’s prominence in the Middle East and expanding its borders, the common market, growth in power of Russia, China, or the Mideast?

5. What does Revelation 20:1-6 mean?

6. What is the binding of Satan in Revelation 20? Is it synonymous with the binding of the strong man in Matt. 12 and Mark 3?

7. What is Paul teaching regarding Israel in Romans 9, 10, and 11?

8. Are there any unfulfilled prophecies from the OT, which still concern Israel as a nation today? What are they?

9. Will the Temple, of necessity, be rebuilt prior to, or at, the 2nd Coming of Christ?

10. What is Peter teaching in 2 Peter 3:3-13?

11. What does “Parousia” mean? Explain.

12. What is “the Great Tribulation?”

13. What will be the signs of the 2nd Coming of Christ?

14. What is hyper-preterism?

15. What are its major tenets?

16. Who are its staunchest supporters?

17. Do you consider it a heresy? Why or why not?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 32-33
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q’s 37-38  Westminster Larger Catechism, Q’s  82-90





















































































Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am














