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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp
Section 09
Doctrine of The Church 
Part 2—The Leadership and Structure of the Church

Questions for Triads:

1. What is the relationship between the General and Special Offices?  Why is this important?
2. What are the three offices in the church?  In what area does each lead?
3. What are the benefits of church membership?
4. How is Sunday different from other days?  What are we doing in a worship service?


5. What truths does our baptism teach us?
6. What truths do we learn from the Lord’s Supper?
7. Should infants of believers be baptized?  Why or why not?

The Church—Leadership and Structure
	
	General Offices—All
	Special Offices—To Lead the General

	
	Area
	Description
	Scripture
	Area
	Description
	Scripture

	Leadership
	Discipleship, Evangelism, Service, One- Anothers
	Priesthood of all believers
	1Pet 2:9
	Pastors (Teaching Elders)
	Lead in Word (Prophet)
	Eph 4:11-12

	
	
	
	
	Elders (Ruling Elders)
	Lead in Rule (King)
	Acts 20:28

	
	
	
	
	Deacons
	Lead in Care (Priest)
	Acts 6:1-6

	
	
	
	
	Authority


	Keys of the Kingdom
	Matt 16:19; 18:18

	
	
	
	
	Qualifications
	Character, Competency, Compatibility
	1Ti 3:1-14

	Membership
	Membership in the Invisible Church

Common Correction
	Trusting in Jesus

God’s Chastisement
	Matt 11:28-30

Heb 12:5-11
	Membership in the Visible Church

Discipline


	Publicly identify with Jesus,

Assurance from elders,

Shows who belongs to Jesus’ church

Honors Jesus’ reputation,  Keeps you accountable to stay on the gospel path, Keeps the integrity of the church, 
	Heb 13:17; Ac 18:27
Matt 18:15-20; 1Cor 5:5; 1Ti 5:20



INTRODUCTION:

This is part 2 of the Doctrine of the Church.  Last month we looked at the people of the church.  
Today we’re going to look at the structure of the church—leadership and membership.
We are going to think about the leadership and structure of the church in terms of two main categories:  General and Special Offices in the church.  We all need to realize that the Special Offices of the church are not meant to replace the General Offices, but they are to help facilitate the general. 

Leadership (Priesthood of all believers:  everyone’s a priest, but…)

1 Peter 2:9   9 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.
Ephesians 4:11-12   11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers,  12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ,

Acts 20:28   28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.

Acts 6:1-6  Now in these days when the disciples were increasing in number, a complaint by the Hellenists arose against the Hebrews because their widows were being neglected in the daily distribution.  2 And the twelve summoned the full number of the disciples and said, "It is not right that we should give up preaching the word of God to serve tables. 3 Therefore, brothers, pick out from among you seven men of good repute, full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we will appoint to this duty.  4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."  5 And what they said pleased the whole gathering, and they chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of Antioch.  6 These they set before the apostles, and they prayed and laid their hands on them.

Matthew 16:18-19   18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.  19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Membership (All believers can be blessed by the church, but…)

Matthew 11:28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Hebrews 12:5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? "My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary when reproved by him. 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he receives." 7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.

Hebrews 13:17 ¶ Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.

Acts 18:27 And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, he greatly helped those who through grace had believed,

Matthew 18:15-20   15 "If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.  16 But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses.  17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector.  18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.  19 Again I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven.  20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them."
1 Timothy 5:20   20 As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.
1 Corinthians 5:5   5 you are to deliver this man to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord.
Leadership in the PCA


Office

Name in the PCA
Function 
Office of Christ
General Description


Pastors:
Teaching Elder
Lead/Preach
Prophet

Vision


Elders:

Ruling Elder

Rule/Govern
King


Plan


Deacons:
Deacon

Care/Support
Priest


Fuel

Why doesn’t the PCA have women officers?


Male—In all the instances where pastors and elders are described, the Bible describes and requires that they be men.  The biblical case is compelling.  This does not in any way indicate that men are better than women.  

Men and women are ontologically equal, economically different.  In terms of our Bootcamp, ontologically means who they are, Economically means what they do.  So the Bible says that men and women are equal in who they are, but have distinct roles in what they do.   


This is actually something that reflects God himself.  We’ve talked about this in that past.  We believe in one God, and that one God has revealed himself in three persons:  the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  The three persons of the Trinity are equal in power and in glory, they are all to be worshiped, but they have distinct roles in terms of their relationship to the world and to the role they play in salvation.  


We also see this same dynamic play out in terms of spiritual gifts.  All Christians are equal in terms of their standing before God, and yet we all have different roles to play in the church, determined by our spiritual gifts.  It’s like a body.  


So the bible is clear that God has appointed men to be pastors and elders.  In the PCA, our book of church order currently states that men also are only to be appointed as Deacons.  The scriptural case is not as strong, and there are many bible-believing churches that believe that both men and women can be deacons.  There is some discussion in the PCA regarding this, but current practice is that the office of deacon is for men.  

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Logical Flow of the Theological Topics

1.Covenants—How God relates to people

2.Theology Proper—Doctrine of God (Start with God)

3.Anthropology—Doctrine of Man (Created and Fallen)

4.Christology—Doctrine of Christ (Solution to the Fall)


5.Soteriology—Doctrine of Salvation (Experiencing Christ)

6.Ecclesiology—Doctrine of the Church (Group of Saved People)

7.Eschatology—Doctrine of the Last Things (What’s Next?)

Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Male Only Elders and Pastors

Female Deaconesses 
Sacraments—what do they do?
Baptismal Regeneration

Transubstantiation

Infant baptism
Ordination Questions:  
L. Knowledge of the Sacraments:

1. What is a sacrament?

2. How many sacraments are there?

3. What is a sign? What is a seal?

4. Where did the sacraments begin?

5. How are they related to the Covenant of Grace?

6. What makes a sacrament effective? Discuss the following in this connection: the character of the administrator, his official authorization, the faith of the recipient, the sovereign work of the spirit, the presence of the Word.

7. Relate the sacraments and the Bible. i.e., How do the spoken or written Word of God and the visible “words” of the sacraments work together to accomplish his will?

8. How important are the sacraments to the spiritual and physical health of the congregation of your church?

9. What is the Lord’s Supper?

10. Discuss the Passover and how it relates to the Lord’s Supper.

11. How is Christ “present” in the Lord’s Supper? Distinguish your view from the Roman Catholic, Lutheran, and Zwinglian views.

12. Should the children of believers, who have not made a profession of faith, be allowed to take the Lord’s Supper? Discuss arguments, pro and con.

13. What does it mean to worthily or unworthily partake of the Lord’s Supper?

14. How can I know I am worthy to participate in the Lord’s Supper?

15. How often should the Lord’s Supper be served? Why?

16. What should the elements be in the Lord’s Supper? Why?

17. Who should officiate at and serve the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper?

18. What is “fencing the table”?

19. Who should come to the Table of the Lord?

20. Who should not come to the Table of the Lord?

21. Who should determine who may come to the Table of the Lord?

22. What is “closed communion”? Do you favor this?

23. How would you prepare your people for the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper?’

24. What is self-examination?

25. How do we feed upon Christ in the Lord’s Supper?

26. Should all wait until they have been served and then partake of the elements together, or partake of the elements as they are individually constrained? Why?

27. At what age should covenant children be admitted to the Lord’s Supper?

28. What is baptism?

29. Does regeneration accompany baptism? May it accompany baptism?

30. How is our baptism to be improved by us?

31. Why do we baptize our children? Give biblical support.

32. Should covenant children be considered objects of evangelism? Discuss.

33. What is the difference between a Covenant Child and a non Covenant Child?

34. Discuss how you would counsel believing parents who asked you to baptize their infant child.

35. Discuss how you would counsel unbelieving parents who asked the same.

36. Would you dedicate an infant? Why?

37. Would you baptize a new believer requesting baptism who had been baptized as an infant in a church deemed heretical and whose parents were not believers?

38. What is the Biblical mode of baptism? Discuss the Biblical basis fro sprinkling or pouring with Bible references.

39. To what references in Scripture would you point a person who believed that the Greek word, “bapti,zw” was synonymous with “immerse”?

40. Would you immerse an individual requesting immersion? Why?

41. How is baptism a sacrament of the Church, and not just of the individual believer, or believer’s child? How does the whole church participate when this sacrament is observed?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 27-29
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Q’s 91-97  Westminster Larger Catechism, Q’s 161-177





















































































Agenda:


Gather				7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams	15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am














