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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp
Section 07
Doctrine of Salvation
Part 2—God’s Perspective

Questions for Triads:

1. Who acts first in salvation?  When?
2. What does God do that enables us to have faith?

3. What does God do for people in salvation?

4. What is the practical application of seeing God’s role in salvation?
5. How do these verses fit with the verses that show peoples’ responsibility to believe and return to God?

6. How might this understanding of God’s work in salvation change how you relate to him?

7. How might this understanding of God’s work in salvation change how you relate to others?  

The Process of Salvation from God’s Side
	GOD'S PERSPECTIVE

(“chosen in Him before the foundation of the world”)
	 
	HUMAN PERSPECTIVE  

(“whosoever will may come”)

	Saving People
	 
	 
	Saved Younger and Older Brothers
	 

	Election
Predestination
	Eph 1:4
Ro 8:29-30
	 
	 
	
	 

	You were dead in trespasses in sins.
No one seeks God.
	Eph 2:1

Ro 3:9-11
	Problem
	Sin
	Life w/o God: unrighteousness or self-righteousness. 
	Ro 1:28-32; Lu 18:11-12

	Conviction of Sin
	Jo 16:7-8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Need
	Conviction
	Doing the wrong things or doing  right things for the wrong reasons.  “My unrighteousness/self-righteousness crucified Jesus.”
	Acts 19:17-19; Phil 3:4-9

	Solution Provided—Jesus saved people, didn’t simply make salvation possible
	Rev 5:8-9
Ro 5:8
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	Solution Discovered
	Universal Gospel Call
	God’s love sent Jesus so you could have abundant life.  God wants our hearts, not our morality (but gets morality when he gets our hearts).
	John 3:16; Ro 2:28-29

	Effectual Call
	Ac 13:48;    Ac 16:14
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Regeneration
	Jo 3:3-5 
1Jo 4:19
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	
	Solution Embraced
	Faith
	I believe Jesus died to save me.  He is now in charge.  Only faith can make me right with God.
	Ro 10:9-13; Eph 2:8-9

	Justification—God treats you as righteous
Adoption—God treats you as his child
Assurance
Sanctification—change to Christ-likeness
Perseverance of Saints
Glorification—we are made perfect, glorious
	Ro 3:23-26
Ro 8:15-18
Ro 8:38-39
Ph 2:12-13
Ph 1:6
Ro 8:29-30
	Salvation Experienced
	Salvation
	You experience forgiveness, acceptance, security, transformation.  You have peace with God. Good works aren't a burden, but the joy of your heart
	Eph 1:3-14; 2Cor 5:17; 1Jo 5:2


INTRODUCTION:

The big sticking question that has divided the church a lot over the years is what actually happens in salvation?  Do people choose God?  Or does God choose people?  Did we choose God or did he choose us?  Who is responsible for what?
At the gates of heaven there is a sign:  John 6:40—“whosoever will may come.”  We saw last month that from our perspective, there are 5 categories that people go through as they experience salvation.  They experience the problem of sin.  When they come to grips with that problem, they experience conviction, a need to have their sins dealt with.  They discover the solution when they hear the gospel.  They embrace that solution when they trust in Jesus by faith, and then they experience salvation. That is the experience of salvation from the human perspective.
Today we’re going to look at salvation from the divine perspective.  I think this is a helpful way to work through some of the theological conflicts.  I believe that there are some verses that describe salvation from the perspective of the one who receives it (that’s us).  There are other verses that describe salvation from the perspective of the one who grants it (that’s God).  I think this perspective may give us that ability to read and embrace all that the verses in the Bible regarding salvation.

Theologians call the following “The Golden Chain of Salvation”

Election

Effectual Calling

Regeneration

Faith

Justification

Adoption

Sanctification

Perseverance of the Saints

Glorification
Result of all this?  

· You know God better by his work:  See what he does.  The Bible teaches this.  Did you know he has done all this?

· Worship—Jonah 2:9—salvation is of the Lord.  He deserves our praise and our thanks.

· Highlights God’s grace—means this salvation is possible for ANYONE!   Ephesians 1:6  6 to the praise of his glorious grace.
· Prayer, reason for it—God can and does change people.  He raises them to new life.  So it makes sense to appeal to him when we want to see people change.
· Humility—we have nothing to boast in except for Jesus and his work for us.  Galatians 6:14   14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
· Confidence—we now that God is for us, and this makes us bold and powerful.  1John 4:4—greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world.  Rom 8:29—we overwhelmingly conquer through him who loved us.
· Hope—when we realize we can’t do/be what he wants.  Ph 4:13—I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

· Life is not about us, but about Jesus and his plan to save the world:  Ephesians 1:9-10   9 making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ  10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.
Romans 11:36—after Paul goes on and on about election and Israel, and sovereignty and responsibility, he concludes the whole history of redemption—from Abraham all the way to the 2nd Coming of Jesus—with these words:  “For of him, and through him, and to him are all things.  To him be the glory forever and ever.  Amen.” 

It is absolutely vital to take this lesson with the lesson from last month.  If you only adopt one side and not the other, you are guilty of ignoring all that the Scriptures teach regarding salvation.  What is worse, only adopting one side of this chart instead of both creates a personality of your Christianity that has problems.  

Arminian Theology only embraces the human side of this chart.  They say that God elects those who believe in him, that the sin problem we have leaves us sick and dying, but not dead.  So we are able of ourselves to respond to the gospel.  Jesus’ death and resurrection makes salvation possible, but it’s the work of our faith that makes the cross effective to actually save.  There is no effectual call, because all people have the ability to respond to the general call.  Regeneration is the transformation that results after we believe.  Then they believe that it is possible to lose your salvation.  

If you embrace the Human Perspective only, it can lead to thinking that all of your spiritual life is up to you.  It’s completely dependent upon what you do or fail to do.  This means your spirituality fluctuates based on your performance.  This can lead you to conceive of your spiritual life as being part of a rat race, an unending wheel of obedience that leaves you constantly tired and without assurance or peace if you aren’t performing to whatever level you think God requires.  This is very debilitating, and leaves very little opportunity to have a good, healthy, loving relationship with God.  He often will be perceived to be a boss who is never satisfied.

If you embrace the Divine Perspective only, it can lead to thinking that what you do doesn’t actually matter or mean anything.  It can leave you thinking that God is really the one in charge of making sure everything that is supposed to happen, so what you do doesn’t matter.  People often end up very lackadaisical when it comes to prayer and evangelism. 

To deny the Divine Perspective tends to dishonor God by not acknowledge what he has done and is doing in salvation.  To deny the Human Perspective tends to result is not serving our neighbors by helping them understand the responsibilities that the Bible calls them to.  It’s interesting to see that the Greatest Commandment of Jesus calls us away from both of these weaknesses:  we are to love God and our neighbors.  This means honoring both as we think about salvation.  

I think the best harmony is that the bible teaches that we are to think about salvation in terms of these two perspectives.  Why would there be these two different perspectives?

Tough to know for sure.  Here’s my best thought so far:

The Human Perspective is what gets you into the faith.  It shows you clearly what your responsibilities are and displays the good news you need to know to believe in Jesus.

The Divine Perspective then keeps you safe and secure.  It shows you clearly that God is at work in your life, so that you can trust that you’re not on your own, that he is holding you in his hand.  It also shows you that while you were seeking him, he was in fact already seeking you.   

Conclusion

On the Sign on the gates of heaven it says, John 6:40—“Whosoever will may come.”  But when you enter and look at the back of the sign, it says, “Chosen in him before the foundation of the world.”

Salvation from God’s Perspective 
ELECTION

Ephesians 1:4-5   4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love  5 he predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will.

Romans 8:29  29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
SIN
Ephesians 2:1  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins  
John 6:44-47   44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

Romans 3:9-11   9 For we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin,  10 as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one;  11 no one understands; no one seeks for God.” 

CONVICTION
John 16:7-8   7 "Nevertheless I tell you the truth. It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I will send Him to you.  8 "And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.
SALVATION PROVIDED
Revelation 5:9-10   9 And they sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation,  10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God, and they shall reign on the earth."

Mark 10:45   45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many."

Romans 5:8-10 8 but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  10 For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.

EFFECTUAL CALL
Acts 13:48   48 And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life believed. 
Acts 16:14   14 One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul.

REGENERATION
John 3:3-5   3 Jesus answered him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."  4 Nicodemus said to him, "How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?"  5 Jesus answered, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
1 John 4:19  19 We love because he first loved us.
FAITH

Eph 2:8-9 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.  10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
JUSTIFICATION
Romans 3:23-26   23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
ADOPTION

Romans 8:15-17  15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, "Abba, Father."  16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,  17 and if children, then heirs -- heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.

ASSURANCE
Romans 8:38-39   38 For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers,  39 nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

SANCTIFICATION
Philippians 2:12-13  12 ¶ Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling,  13 for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

PERSEVERANCE
Philippians 1:6   6 And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ.

GLORIFICATION
Romans 8:30   30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Calvinism vs. Arminianism
Predestination and Election
Atonement—limited or unlimited
Original Sin and Total Depravity
God’s Sovereignty vs. Human Responsibility
Ordination Questions:  G. Knowledge of the Application of Redemption
1. “All aspects of the ordo salutis are merely aspects of the believer’s union with Christ.” Explain, evaluate.

2. “We should place less emphasis upon the ordo salutis and more on the history of redemption.” Explain, evaluate.

3. Distinguish the “external” from the “internal” call. Show the role of each in our salvation. Show from Scripture that the internal call is necessarily efficacious & indispensable for salvation.

4. What are the outward means Christ uses to communicate to us the benefits of redemption?

5. What is the role of the Law in salvation?

6. What is regeneration? What are some alternate terms by which regeneration is described in scripture?

7. What is the difference between regeneration and conversion?

8. Does regeneration “precede” faith? In what sense? Can you be regenerate without having faith, or vice versa?

9. Is there a work of conviction of sin, which precedes regeneration? Discuss.

10. Can an infant be regenerate?

11. What is faith? Is it a human work or a gift? Why or why not?

12. What is faith in Jesus Christ? Is it sufficient for salvation?

13. If regeneration precedes faith, and faith precedes justification, does justification then depend upon our inner, subjective change (regeneration)? Discuss.

14. Explain the biblical view of adoption.

15. What is the relationship of the “double imputation” which is involved in justification to the active and passive obedience of Christ?

16. What about sins committed after we believe in Christ? Are those also forgiven in our justification? Give Scriptural evidence.

17. Why are justification and sanctification distinguishable but inseparable?

18. Discuss N.T. Wright’s, E.P. Sanders’, & James Dunn’s “new perspectives” on Paul. How does this affect our views of justification? 

19. Explain the views of Norman Shepherd on the covenant, salvation, & evangelism.

20. What is the Roman Catholic doctrine of justification? Be rather detailed, tying it in with the Roman Catholic view of the fall of man into sin.

21. What is the Lutheran doctrine of justification? How does it differ from the Reformed view?

22. What is the controversy between the Reformed doctrine of justification & Norman Shepherd’s?

23. What do N.T. Wright, E.P. Sanders, & James D.G. Dunn teach in their “new perspectives on Paul?”

24. What does it mean to be holy in Christ? Is it ever possible for an unbeliever to be holy in some sense? Distinguish between different senses of sanctification, e.g. between definitive and progressive sanctification. In what sense are children holy in 1 Corinthians 7:14?

25. Why do our standards distinguish between justification as an “act” of God and sanctification as a “work” of God? Which is forensic? Which is ethical?

26. Justification is “by faith”. Is sanctification also “by faith”? What is the place for human works in sanctification or are we totally passive?

27. Explain definitive sanctification.

28. What is glorification? Is there any sense in which glorification is a present experience of believers?

29. What methods of presenting the gospel are consistent with a Reformed understanding of soteriology? What methods are inconsistent?

30. How can Paul say that our adoption is still future (Rom 8:23) and also say that we are already children of God by adoption (8:14-15)?
Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 9-20
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 57-90
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 29-38




















































































Agenda:


Gather					7:30am


Overview of the Topic		29 min	7:30 - 59am


Oral Exam			  5 min	8:00 - 05am


Groups of 3 oral exams		15 min	8:05 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am














