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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp

Section 06
Doctrine of Salvation
Part 1—Man’s Perspective

Questions for Triads:

1. How does the parable of the two sons illustrate the two sides of man’s need?
2. Why is it important to understand salvation from the human perspective?

3. What are the five categories in the process of salvation?  

4. Do you know an example where these 5 happened in a different order for someone?  
5. 
What does it mean to you to experience salvation?

6. How does this process help you understand your responsibility in the ongoing experience of salvation?  

The Process of Salvation from the Human Side

	
	Theological Term
	Saved From Immorality
(Younger Brother)
	
	Saved From 
Morality 
(Older Brother)
	

	Problem
	Sin
	Life without God:  unrighteousness. Ignore by idols: comfort (pleasure), control, power, approval.     “Is this all there is?”  
	Rom 1:28-32
	Life without a relationship with God:  self-righteousness (hypocrisy). Ignore God by earning favor.  “Why can’t I get any peace?”  
	Luke 18:11-12; Matt 15:6-9; Amos 5:21-24

	Need
	Conviction
	Sense:  Life is unfulfilling.  Doing the wrong things.  Your efforts are making the problem worse.  “My unrighteousness crucified Jesus.”
	1Th 1:9; Acts 19:17-19; Tit 3:3-5; Isa 59:2
	Doing the right things for the wrong reasons.  God never satisfied, never have peace or rest.  “My self-righteousness crucified Jesus.”
	Phil 3:4-9; Isa 59:2

	Solution Discovered
	Universal Gospel Call
	God loves you so much that he sent Jesus to live and die, so you could experience real life.  Abundant Life.  “What prevents me from being baptized?”
	John 3:16; Acts 14:15; 2Cor 6:17-18
	God wants our hearts, not our morality (but gets morality when he gets our hearts).  He offers us rest.  “Where else can we go?”
	Matt 11:28-30; 1Ti 1:15; Rom 2:28-29

	Solution Embraced
	Faith
	I believe that Jesus died to save me. I am giving my life to him.  He is in charge (discovered—he can save sinners, here, he will save me)
	Acts 2:36-39; Rom 10:9-10, 13
	My self-righteousness is what crucified Jesus.  Only faith can make me right with God.
	Matt 5:3-6, 20; Eph 2:8-9

	Salvation Experienced
	Salvation
	Have to understand—this is when you experience salvation.  All up to this point is just a precursor to encourage you to have faith. Eph 2:11-13. 
	Rom 3:23-24; Eph 1:13-14
	You are born again, born from above, you have peace with God, now morality isn’t a burden, it’s the joy of your heart
	John 3:3-5; 2Cor 5:17; Rom 5; 1Jo 5:2


INTRODUCTION:

When you take people—created good, then fallen into sin, and you put them into a bag with Jesus—human and divine, prophet priest and king, what do you get?  You get a doctrine of salvation.  I want you to understand the progression here, there is a very logical flow from one topic of Theology to the next.  God, Man, Christ, Salvation.  

The big sticking question that has divided the church a lot over the years is what actually happens in salvation?  Do people choose God?  Or does God choose people?  Did we choose God or did he choose us?  Who is responsible for what?

Today we’re going to look at what happens to people in salvation from the human perspective.  Next month, we’ll look at salvation from the divine perspective.  I think this is a helpful way to work through some of the theological conflicts.  I believe that there are some verses that describe salvation from the perspective of the one who receives it (that’s us).  There are other verses that describe salvation from the perspective of the one who grants it (that’s God).  I think this perspective may give us that ability to read and embrace all that the verses in the Bible regarding salvation.  
The other important thing that this will accomplish is that it will help us not to lose sight of what it is like to become a Christian.  Often what happens when people become Christians is that they study the Bible and they learn the role that God has played in their salvation.  Especially here in a Presbyterian church, we focus a lot on what God does for us, because we want to highlight God’s amazing grace.  We also want to make sure that we have nothing to brag about—we’re not saved because we were better than anyone else, so we focus almost exclusively on what God does.  The net effect of this is that we forget what our experience was in becoming a Christian.  This is important because to forget this causes us to be disengaged and disconnected from non-Christians.  We forget what it was like for us to come to faith, and we begin to think and talk about salvation in ways that non-Christians can’t understand or relate to.  This affects and hinders our evangelism and our ability to talk about God in ways that are relevant to the lives of people around us.

I think it can be easier to evangelize when your gospel is simpler.  If the gospel is simply the ABC’s of Christianity, then it’s easy to rehearse the ABC’s with non-Christians.  But, if you see the gospel as the A to Z of Christianity, then you sometimes run into the problem of sharing the S,T,U,V’s and it doesn’t really relate to where they are. 
Life without God


Ignoring him as a non-Christian by pursuing comfort, control, power, approval:  unrighteousness


Ignoring him as a Christian by seeking to earn his favor, be better than others:  self-righteousness


Is this all there is?

Need


Life isn’t what it’s meant to be


Need God, want to draw closer


Crisis—cry out for help and salvation Conviction:  sins of immorality—realize you’re doing the wrong things; sins of morality: realize you’re doing the right things for the wrong reasons


Emptiness:  Failure in pursuing happiness, lack of fulfillment, life isn’t working, anger, bitterness


Alternatives exhausted--


“What must I do to be saved?”(Acts 16:30)

Solution Recognized 


God cares even more about these things than we do

Salvation Experienced


Life not about you


Life is more and more about what God wants

This is the perspective from the human side.  At the gates of heaven there is a sign:  John 6:40—“whosoever will may come.”  I won’t tell you what’s written on the back side of the sign, we’ll save that until next week.  
But, for now, realize and remember that this is not only the human perspective on what happens in salvation, this also clearly shows what we’re responsible for in the ongoing experience of salvation.  When the problem of sin comes up again and we experience conviction, we need to return to the Universal Gospel call, we need to exercise our faith again and experience our salvation afresh.  It’s not that we become Christians all over again, but we learn to live by faith, continuing to remind ourselves that it’s the work of Jesus that empowers us.  

We’re going to spend a lot more time on this in the next months, but we need to keep remembering this so that we don’t drift away from it.

Pagan Road

1. You don’t think about God, or he’s not a factor in your thinking

2. You hear the gospel—don’t think it’s relevant

3. You hear the gospel—it makes sense and you see it as important

4. You have a conviction of your sin

5. Believe/Faith—you believe that Jesus lived and died for sinners

6. Believe/Faith—you believe that Jesus lived and died for you

7. You want to follow Jesus

8. You have peace, you sense you have been forgiven

9. You want to pray to God, feel closer to him as though you can call him father

10. You have new desires to obey God, to want to serve others 

11. You have a sense of God blessing you, strengthening you, enabling you to do things you couldn’t/wouldn’t do before.  
Religious Road

1. You think about God all the time, he is really pleased with you because you are the kind of person he’s trying to fill the earth with.

2. You hear the gospel—you think it affirms you in your goodness.  Jesus wants you to be holy and you are.

3. You hear the gospel—it finally hits you that it’s not about you being a good person, but that you are a sinner like everyone else.  You realize that your works don’t establish your relationship with God, but ought to flow from your relationship with God.

4. You feel conviction that your religion has actually been a sinful denial of the gospel.

5. Belief/Faith—you believe that Jesus lived and died to save Religious people from their self-righteousness.

6. Belief/Faith—you believe that Jesus lived and died to save you from your self-righteousness.

7. You want to follow Jesus, not to earn his favor but because you have his favor already and can’t believe it.

8. You have peace, you’re off the treadmill of your own performance, you sense that you have been forgiven.

9. Your prayer life changes, there is new freedom in a real love relationship with God, not driven by your performance.

10. You have new desires to obey God and serve others.  These desires amaze you and you wonder how you ever lived without this understanding.  

So we’re going to look at 

Philippians 3:4-9   4 though I myself have reason for confidence in the flesh also. If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:  5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.  7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ.  8 Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith—
Romans 1:28-32   28 ¶ And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.  29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  32 Though they know God's decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them.

Amos 5:21-24   21 " I hate, I despise your feast days, And I do not savor your sacred assemblies.  22 Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your grain offerings, I will not accept them, Nor will I regard your fattened peace offerings.  23 Take away from Me the noise of your songs, For I will not hear the melody of your stringed instruments.  24 But let justice run down like water, And righteousness like a mighty stream.

Matthew 15:6-9  Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition.  7 "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying:  8 'These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.  9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' "
Isaiah 1:11-17   11 "What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? says the LORD; I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of well-fed beasts; I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.  12 "When you come to appear before me, who has required of you this trampling of my courts?  13 Bring no more vain offerings; incense is an abomination to me. New moon and Sabbath and the calling of convocations-- I cannot endure iniquity and solemn assembly.  14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hates; they have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them.  15 When you spread out your hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even though you make many prayers, I will not listen; your hands are full of blood.  16 Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your deeds from before my eyes; cease to do evil,  17 learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the widow's cause.

Acts 19:17-19   17 This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.  18 And many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds.  19 Also, many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all. And they counted up the value of them, and it totaled fifty thousand pieces of silver.

1 Thessalonians 1:9  you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
Titus 3:3-5   3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.  4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,  5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us,
Isaiah 59:2   2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.
Acts 14:15  We also are men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in them,
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you."  18 "I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."  
Matthew 11:28-30   28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light."

Acts 2:36-39   36 "Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ."  37 ¶ Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?"  38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  39 "For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call."
Romans 10:9-10   9 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved… 13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved."  

Romans 10:14-17 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?  15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Matthew 5:3-6   3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted.  5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall inherit the earth.  6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.

Matthew 5:20   20 "For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.
Romans 2:28-29   28 For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh;  29 but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.

John 6:28-29   28 Then they said to him, "What must we do, to be doing the works of God?"  29 Jesus answered them, "This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent."
John 6:40   40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."

Acts 17:29-31   29 ¶ Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man.  30 The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent,  31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."
1 Timothy 1:12-14   12 ¶ I thank him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his service,  13 though formerly I was a blasphemer, persecutor, and insolent opponent. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief,  14 and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 2:3-4   3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.

2 Peter 3:9   9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

1 John 2:2  2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Genesis 12:3  3 I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed." 
Titus 2:11   11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,

1 Timothy 4:10  10 For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

John 1:12-13   12 But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God,  13 who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

Matthew 28:18-20  18 And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age."  

Acts 26:28   28 And Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?"

Philippians 3:8-9  8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

Ezekiel 33:11   11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel?

John 3:16-21   16 "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.  18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.  19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil.  20 For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should be exposed.  21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God."

Romans 11:17-24   17 ¶ But if some of the branches were broken off, and you, although a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among the others and now share in the nourishing root of the olive tree,  18 do not be arrogant toward the branches. If you are, remember it is not you who support the root, but the root that supports you.  19 Then you will say, "Branches were broken off so that I might be grafted in."  20 That is true. They were broken off because of their unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So do not become proud, but fear.  21 For if God did not spare the natural branches, neither will he spare you.  22 Note then the kindness and the severity of God: severity toward those who have fallen, but God's kindness to you, provided you continue in his kindness. Otherwise you too will be cut off.  23 And even they, if they do not continue in their unbelief, will be grafted in, for God has the power to graft them in again.  24 For if you were cut from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and grafted, contrary to nature, into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, the natural branches, be grafted back into their own olive tree.
This passage shows that people can be grafted in and broken off based on their faith.  If you don’t continue to believe, you’ll be cut off.
THE OTHER SIDE:  GOD’S SIDE

John 6:44-47   44 No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day.  45 It is written in the Prophets, 'And they will all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me--  46 not that anyone has seen the Father except he who is from God; he has seen the Father.  

John 6:37  37 "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no means cast out.

Galatians 1:15-16   15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb and called me through His grace,  16 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood,
1John 4:18—we love because he first loved us

Eph 1:4—before the foundation of the world he chose us to be holy and blameless before him in love

Rom 5:8-10—while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  We were helpless (v6)

Eph 2:1-3—we were dead in our sins

Eph 2:8-9—saved by faith, and that not of ourselves, it is the gift of God, so that no one can boast

Rom 3:10-12—no one seeks for God

Tit 3:5-7—He saved us, not because of deeds of righteousness which we have done

2 Timothy 1:9-11   9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,  10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,  11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles.
Rev 5:8-9—He purchased with his blood men from…
John 8:37—all who commit sin are enslaved to sin

Work of Christ—sacrifice for many

Propitiation—limited atonement

Natural man cannot accept the things of God

Effectual Calling

Regeneration

Justification

Adoption

Sanctification

Saving Faith

Repentance Unto Life

Good works

Perseverance of the Saints

Assurance of Grace and Salvation
For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Calvinism vs. Arminianism
Predestination and Election
Atonement—limited or unlimited
Original Sin and Total Depravity
God’s Sovereignty vs. Human Responsibility
Ordination Questions:
Basic Knowledge of the Application of Redemption:
1. What is grace?

2. What is irresistible grace?

3. How is the Word of God made effectual to salvation?

4. What is the ordo salutis? Do you believe that it is a biblical concept?

5. Define the following terms: effectual calling, union with Christ, conversion, regeneration, faith, repentance, justification, adoption, sanctification, perseverance, glorification.

6. Explain the significance of each of the following viewpoints: (a) Faith precedes regeneration. (b) Regeneration precedes faith.

7. Is faith a gift of God? Prove your answer from Scripture.

8. Distinguish true faith from false faith, true repentance from false repentance.

9. What is the “ground” of justification?

10. What is justification by grace through faith? If justification is by grace, then how can faith, a human act, have anything to do with it?

11. Why is justification by faith, rather than by some other human act?

12. Can anyone be justified without repentance? Without good works? Describe carefully the relation between works and Justification, doing justice to both Paul and James.

13. Explain how the righteousness of Christ is imputed to believers.

14. What are the marks, which accompany salvation? Give Scriptural references.
Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 9-20
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 57-90
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 29-38




















































































Agenda:


Gather					7:30am


Overview of the Topic		20 min	7:30 - 50am


Oral Exam			  9 min	7:50 - 59am


Groups of 3 oral exams		20 min	8:00 - 20am


Wrap Up, Questions & Answers	10 min	8:20 - 30am














