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 Leadership Development: Theology Bootcamp

Theology Boot Camp

Section 04
Doctrine of Christ
Part 1—The Person of Christ
Agenda:
Gather







7:30am

Overview of the Topic



20 minutes
7:30 - 50am

Oral Exam





  9 minutes
7:50-  59am

Groups of 3 oral exams



20 minutes
8:00 - 20am

Wrap Up, Questions & Answers

10 minutes
8:20 - 30am

Questions for Triads:

1. What are the two natures of Christ?

2. What Scriptures prove that Jesus was truly human?

3. What Scriptures prove that Jesus was God?

4. Why is it important that Jesus is human?

5. Why is it important that Jesus is God?

6. What good news comes from knowing Jesus is human?

7. What good news comes from knowing Jesus is God?
Jesus, The Christ:  Who He Is


	
	
	



	Category
	1. Man
	2. God

	Essence
	3  Our Representative—in his life and his death (Christ is a title.  In Paul, means the one who represents God’s people)
	6  Mediator, Loving Authority

	Scriptures
	4  Luke 2:52; Luke 22:42-43; Hebrews 2:14-18; Hebrews 5:7-9; Romans 5:18-19
	7  Titus 2:13; Romans 9:5; John 1:1,14; John 8:58; Mark 2:5-12; Job 9:32-33; Isaiah 59:15-17; Psalm 49:7-8

	Gospel
	5 ● He really understands.  ● He shows us what’s possible by yielding to God.(but this does condemn us when we see how short we fall)  ● Active and Passive Obedience (these he provides for our falling short)
	8  God is the Savior:  Real love:  Crucified God—He came himself.  ● Assurance that we’re good with him;●his power is in us.  ● He can atone—eternal punishment in a finite period of time.


INTRODUCTION:

We’re looking today at the Doctrine of Christ.  It makes sense to look at this next.  We began with the doctrine of God.  Last month, we looked at the Doctrine of Man.  People were created good, but fell into sin and this brought death and misery.  To solve the problem of sin and the misery of life, God sent Jesus to undo and conquer the power of sin and death.  So we look next at this doctrine of Jesus, the Christ.  
How should we think about all that the Bible teaches about Jesus?  As we have for God and man, we can group all that the Bible teaches under the two headings:  Who Jesus is, and what Jesus does.  Today we’re going to look at who Jesus is (the person of Christ), next month we’ll see what he does (the work of Christ).
In terms of who Jesus is, the Bible presents Jesus as one person with two natures.  Those two natures are human and divine.  So Jesus is both man and God.  The Westminster Shorter Catechism says in Question and Answer 21:   Who is the Redeemer of God's elect? A. The only Redeemer of God's elect is the Lord Jesus Christ,(1) who, being the eternal Son of God, became man,(2) and so was, and continueth to be, God and man in two distinct natures, and one person, for ever.(3) 

Man

Luke 2:52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.

Luke 22:42-43   42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."  43 Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him.

Hebrews 5:8-9   8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered.  9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

Hebrews 2:14-18   14 ¶ Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil,  15 and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.  16 For indeed He does not give aid to angels, but He does give aid to the seed of Abraham.  17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.  18 For in that He Himself has suffered, being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

Romans 5:18-19   18 Therefore, as through one man's offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so through one Man's righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.  19 For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous.

1 Corinthians 15:21-22  21 For since by man came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead.  22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive.

God

Titus 2:13  13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

Romans 9:5   5 of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.

John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

John 1:14  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 8:56-58  56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."  57 Then the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and have You seen Abraham?"  58 Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I AM."
Job 9:32-33  32 "For He is not a man, as I am, That I may answer Him, And that we should go to court together.  33 Nor is there any mediator between us, Who may lay his hand on us both.

Isaiah 59:15-17  15 So truth fails, And he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him That there was no justice.  16 He saw that there was no man, And wondered that there was no intercessor; Therefore His own arm brought salvation for Him; And His own righteousness, it sustained Him.  17 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, And a helmet of salvation on His head; He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, And was clad with zeal as a cloak.

Isaiah 63:4-5   4 For the day of vengeance is in My heart, And the year of My redeemed has come.  5 I looked, but there was no one to help, And I wondered That there was no one to uphold; Therefore My own arm brought salvation. 

Psalm 49:7-8   7 None of them can by any means redeem his brother, Nor give to God a ransom for him --  8 For the redemption of their souls is costly,
Many people have radically different views of Jesus.  It is good for us to be able to defend our view of who he is from Scripture, but our most powerful testimony to others will be when we can communicate why our view of Jesus is good news!  When we can help people understand why it’s so glorious that Jesus is both human and divine, and what happens when they embrace the biblical view of the person of Jesus, then we can draw people to our view in powerful ways because we are sharing how these things actually transform us.  Romans 2:4—the kindness of God leads us to repentance.  Far more powerful that arguing with others, our best testimony is to show people just how wonderful Jesus is—as human and divine.  

For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Deity of Christ 
The humanity and the deity of Christ 

Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witness
Ordination Questions:
D. Knowledge of the Doctrine of Christ:
1. Present biblical evidence for the deity of Christ, taking into account some objections (e.g. those of Arians, Jehovah’s Witnesses, modernists). You might consider (a) evidence that the Old Testament expected a divine messiah, (b) evidence from the titles of Christ, (c) evidence from specific New Testament teaching, (d) evidence from the acts, perfections and prerogatives ascribed to Christ.

2. Does Christ have a soul?

3. Was Christ a human person?

4. Is the incarnation important to our salvation? How? How would a docetic view affect our view of redemption? What of an Arian view?

5. Was Jesus born of a virgin? What importance does this doctrine have?

6. Explain Christ’s office of Prophet, Priest, & King.

7. Explain his role as Mediator & Surety.

8. What is Christ’s state of humiliation?

9. What is Christ’s state of exaltation?

10. Did Jesus Christ know the time of his coming? Explain why or why not with regard to his deity.

11. Define the following names: Jesus; Son of Man; Christ; Son of God; Lord; Lamb of God.

12. Why do you believe in the sinlessness of Jesus Christ?

13. What does the phrase mean “Christ descended into hell”?

14. “Jesus reconciles us to God, not God to us.” Explain why some people say this and present your response.

15. Was the atonement necessary? Discuss.

16. Identify these various theories of the atonement: 1) The moral influence theory, 2) The governmental theory, & 3) The satisfaction theory. Give a few names of proponents of each view.

17. Define and defend the doctrine of limited atonement. Is there a sense in which Christ died for every individual? Is limited atonement compatible with a universal gospel offer?

18. How do you interpret 1 John 2:2; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Heb. 2:9, and 1 Tim. 2:4-6 in light of definite atonement?

19. How is the resurrection of Christ important for our salvation? His ascension?

20. Describe Christ’s session at the right hand of the Father.

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 8
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 20-28
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 36-57





























































































