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 Leadership Development: Oral Exams

Theology Boot Camp

Section 03
Doctrine of Man
Agenda:
Gather







7:30am

Overview of the Topic



15 minutes
7:30 - 45am

Oral Exam





10 minutes
7:45 - 55am

i. Feedback, Teaching, Coaching
  5 minutes
7:55 - 8:00am

Groups of 3 oral exams



20 minutes
8:00 - 25am

Wrap Up, Preview of Next Month

  5 minutes
8:25 - 30am

Questions for Triads:

1. What does it mean to be made in God’s image?  What are the two divisions?
2. How does our being male and female image God?

3. How does our work image God?

4. In generalities, how do the fall and redemption tell the story of who we are and what we do?
5. How are Christians and non-Christians alike?

6. How are Christians and non-Christians different? 

7. How do your  answers to 5 & 6 help you build relationships and share the gospel with others?

              Human Beings—The Image of God
	
	Who We Are
	What We Do

	Creation
	1. Covenantal—Relationship with God (Gen 5:1)
Possess God’s Spirit—Life (Gen 2:7)
2. Communal—Relationship with Others (Gen 2:18)
Unity in Diversity—Male and Female (Gen 1:27)
3. Intelligent (Genesis 1:26)
	1. Work (Gen 1:26-28; Gen 2:15)
We be fruitful—bring forth life, fill earth, cultivate
Rule—authority, influence, impact.    
2. Morality (Gen 1:26)  Work reflects God, also our morality reflects him.  10 cmds—4th work & rest.  5th Honor authorities in life honors God.  
3. Worship (Gen 2:1-3, 2:15)
This is an amazing view of people, isn’t it?

	Fall
	1. Cut off from God (Eph 2:12)

Cut off from life (Isa 59:2)

2. Conflict in relationships (Jam 4:1-2)

Division in Diversity (1Cor 1:11-13)
3. Confused—Understanding Darkened (Rom 1:21; Eph 4:18)
	1. Work is cursed with frustration (Gen 3:17-19)

Exploit others (Matt 20:25), exploit work (selfish motives to work)
2. Immorality Blasphemes God (Rom 2:24)

3. Worship everything but God (Rom 1:23; 2Cor 5:15)
Danger here—to focus only on the fall, and think the image is completely gone.  Not so.  Image still stays, marred, vandalized, but still there.  Still shows in certain ways:  beauty, kindness, love, hearts, etc. 

	Redemption
	1. Reconciled to God (Rom 5:10)
Re-born by God’s life (1Cor 15:45)
2. Reconnected in one body (1Cor 12:13, 20)
Unity again in diversity (1Cor 12:12)
3. Renewed mind (Rom 12:2; Col 3:10; Eph 1:15ff)
	1. Work honors God, pictures the new earth (Col 3:23)

Servant leadership (Matt 20:26-28) Psalm 8.
2. Morality—conformed to image of Jesus (Rom 8:29)

3. Worship in All of life (Rom 12:1; 1Cor 10:31; Heb 12:24-25)

In Jesus, God is making all things new!  He determined to use us!  Hands the baton to us—radically the same and radically different.


For those in the Ordination Process (or Eager Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Free will 
Original Sin   
Total Depravity
Ordination Questions:
D. Knowledge of the Doctrine of Nature, Man and Sin:
1. What is your view of “theistic evolution?” Can you square theistic evolution with the Hebrew text?

2. Was Adam, as described in Genesis, a literal, historical person? Is it important whether we believe in his literal existence? Why? What about Eve? The Serpent? The fruit?

3. Does scripture allow the possibility that man evolved from a lower form of life? Discuss specific texts.

4. Give a brief summary of how the Westminster Confession of Faith (4.2) describes the way God created man.

5. What is the “image of God” in which Adam was made? Is the image lost after the fall? Compare you view with Roman Catholic and Lutheran views.

6. Define human freedom. How is this compatible with the sovereignty of God? With human depravity?

7. Does the image of God include man’s body?

8. Define the dichotomous and trichotomous views of man’s nature. Defend your own position. Is it important which view one takes? Why?

9. “Man cannot be separated into two or three or eight parts. He is a unity.” Respond in light of holistic health care. Psalm 38, and your view of the intermediate state.

10. Where did man’s soul come from, and when? Relate to your view of the incarnation.

11. Was man created good? If so, how could he sin?

12. How would you explain God’s “permission” in the fall?

13. How did Adam’s sin affect his descendants? Discuss their relation to the penalty and guilt of that sin. Is it fair for God to hold us responsible for what he did? Why? On what basis does he hold us responsible?

14. What is sin?

15. What is original sin? What are its components? To what do these components relate in salvation?

16. Describe the manner in which the following groups view original sin: Roman Catholic theology, Pelagianism, & Reformed & Presbyterian theology.

17. What is “total depravity”? Does this mean that fallen man is as bad as he can be? As bad as the Devil? Defend your view from Scripture.

18. What is the penalty for sin?

19. Discuss the effects of the fall on God’s image in man.

20. What is the law written on the conscience?

21. What is its function?

22. Does man have a free will? Defend your answer from Scripture.
23. What do you believe will be the eternal state of those in this age who die without ever hearing the gospel?

24. What is common grace? Who were/are some of the proponents & detractors of this view?

25. What is the relation between special and common grace?
Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 4, 6, 9
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 10, 12-20
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 17, 20-30





























































































