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 Leadership Development: Oral Exams

Theology Boot Camp

Section 02
Doctrine of God
Agenda:
Gather







7:30am

Overview of the Topic



15 minutes
7:30 - 45am
Oral Exam





10 minutes
7:45 - 55am
i. Feedback, Teaching, Coaching
  5 minutes
7:55 - 8:00am
Groups of 3 oral exams



20 minutes
8:00 - 25am
Wrap Up, Preview of Next Month

  5 minutes
8:25 - 30am

Questions for Triads:

1. What is the Trinity?  Why do we believe in the Trinity?  
2. What passages of Scripture show the there is only one God?
3. What passages of Scripture show that Jesus is God?

4. What passages of Scripture show that the Holy Spirit is God?
5. Why does God reveal himself in this “Tri-une” way?
6. What do we learn from God being Father?

7. What do we learn from God being Son?

8. What do we learn from God being Holy Spirit?

9. What three categories summarize what God does?

10. How does God as creator teach us about the gospel?  
11. How does God as sustainer teach us about the gospel?

12. How does God as redeemer teach us about the gospel?
God:  Who He is
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	Category
	1. Father
	2. Son
	3. Holy Spirit

	Essence
	Loving Authority
	Perfect Representative
	Empowering Presence

	Scriptures that Teach He Is God
	Genesis 1-2; 1Corinthians 8:6; 15:24
	Titus 2:13; Romans 9:5; John 1:1, 14; John 8:58; Mark 2:5-12
	Acts 5:29; 1Corinthians 2:10-11; Matthew 28:19 

	Role in the Gospel
	Authors salvation and transformation.  God for us. Ephesians 1:3-6; Titus 1:2
	Accomplishes salvation and transformation. God with us.  Ephesians 1:7-12; Mark 10:45; 1Timothy 1:15
	Applies salvation and transformation.  God in us. Ephesians 1:13-14; Titus 3:5


God:  What He Does
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	Category
	1. Creates
	2. Maintains
	3. Restores

	Definition
	Makes new things; Gives life
	Keeps things right; Gives power to keep going
	Fixes what is broken; Brings healing

	Actions
	Created the universe, inspires new ideas, new ways of looking at things (creativity), conception
	He governs and protects, brings the seasons; Cares for people, gives comfort and strength
	He changes peoples’ way of thinking, reminds them of the truth, grants the ability to reconcile, his power frees people from addictions.

	Scriptures
	Genesis 1-2; John 1:1-4
	Acts 17:28; Job 12:10 
	Revelation 21:5; 2Corinthians 5:17

	Gospel
	New Creation (2Corinthians 5:17); New Self (Ephesians 4:17-24); New Heavens and Earth (Revelation 21-22)
	Secure in God’s hand (John 10:27-30); Persevering Love (Romans 8:28-39); Providing Rest (Ps 23:2)
	Resurrection (Romans 6:3-11; Galatians 2:20); Redemption (Romans 3:21-26)


For those in the Ordination Process (or Advanced Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

The Trinity
The Deity of Christ
Ordination Questions:
C. Basic Knowledge of the Doctrine of God:

1. What (who) is God?

2. How many Gods are there?

3. Discuss the following names of God: Elohim, Adonai, El-Shaddai, Yahweh, Theos, Kurios, Pater.

4. Formulate the orthodox doctrine of the Trinity. What is the biblical evidence for it?

5. Define what we mean when we speak of God’s “self-existence,” “immutability,” “infinity,” and “unity.”

6. Define the following divine attributes: incomprehensibility, sovereignty, infinity, eternity, simplicity, wisdom, truth, holiness, love, and righteousness.

7. What are the decrees of God?

8. Discuss the differences between supra- and infralapsarianism. Why does this matter?

9. Discuss the Covenant of Redemption. Who are the parties?

10. Discuss the Biblical teaching regarding predestination.

11. What is election? Is it based upon foreknowledge? Why is that an important question? Discuss Romans 8:29ff in this connection.

12. Does God love the non-elect? How? To what end?

13. What is reprobation? How is it like election? How is it different? How is it compatible with God’s love?

14. Does God’s grace force a man to choose against his will? Discuss.

15. If God foreordains everything that happens, why should we exert any effort? It would seem that whatever God wants will happen, whether or not we make any contribution. Are human decisions, then, unimportant?

16. How can man be free if God foreordains everything that happens?

17. What is the difference between fate and divine sovereignty?

18. Discuss the spiritual world of angels including their existence, nature, and service.

19. Is God responsible for sin? Did he decree it? Did he permit it?

20. Distinguish between the decretive and preceptive will of God; between his secret and revealed will. Give scriptural references.

21. How does God execute his decrees?

22. Who is the Holy Spirit?

23. Is the Holy Spirit a person?

24. Do you believe in the deity of the Holy Spirit? On what basis?

25. What is the relationship of the Holy Spirit to the second person of the Trinity?

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapters 2-5
Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 4-12
Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 6-20
Additional Readings for Further Study:

BB Warfield, “The Biblical Doctrine of the Trinity” http://tinyurl.com/6qnotb 
CS Lewis, Mere Christianity, Book IV “Beyond Personality:  or First Steps in the Doctrine of the Trinity”






























































































