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 Leadership Development: Oral Exams

Section 01
Covenant of Works and Covenant of Grace
Agenda:
Gather







7:30am

Overview of the Topic



15 minutes
7:30 - 45am
Oral Exam





10 minutes
7:45 - 55am
a. Feedback, Teaching, Coaching
  5 minutes
7:55 - 8:00am
Groups of 3 oral exams



20 minutes
8:00 - 25am
Wrap Up, Preview of Next Month

  5 minutes
8:25 - 30am

Questions for Triads:

1. To what does Jesus’ active obedience refer?

2. How does Jesus’ active obedience help us?

3. To what does Jesus’ passive obedience refer?

4. How does Jesus’ passive obedience help us?
5. Why is it important that Jesus lived a perfect life?

6. What does it mean to be justified by faith?

7. What does it mean to be righteous in God’s sight?  How does this make our salvation secure?

8. Why do we call the pre-fall covenant a covenant of works?

9. Why do we call the post-fall covenants a covenant of grace? 
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For those in the Ordination Process (or Advanced Students)
Hot Button Issues in this Section:

Norm Shepherd’s View of Justification and the Covenant
New Perspective on Paul, NT Wright
Federal Vision

Ordination Questions 
(You should complete sections E. Knowledge of Covenant Theology, and G. Knowledge of the Application of Redemption in your ordination packets, but the following are the questions that will be covered in oral exams):
E. Knowledge of Covenant Theology

1. In what sense was God’s pre-fall relationship to Adam based on “works?” 

2. Is there a sense in which it was based on “grace”? 

3. Is it good to describe that relationship as a “Covenant of Works”? Why or why not?

4. What is the covenant of grace? Where do you find the first annunciation of the gospel?

14. What is the New Covenant? What is the Old Covenant?

21. In light of the current discussions surrounding the so-called “Auburn Ave. Theology,” the “Federal Vision,” Norm Shepherd, & N.T. Wright discuss the “New Perspectives on Paul” movement detailing the weaknesses and deviations from Scripture and our Standards.

G. Knowledge of the Application of Redemption

15. What is the relationship of the “double imputation”, which is involved in justification to the active and passive obedience of Christ?

16. What about sins committed after we believe in Christ? Are those also forgiven in our justification? Give Scriptural evidence.

17. Why are justification and sanctification distinguishable but inseparable?

18. Discuss N.T. Wright’s, E.P. Sanders’, & James Dunn’s “new perspectives” on Paul. How does this affect our views of justification? (If you are unfamiliar with their views, a good summary can be found at www.wrfnet.org/articles or go to www.monergism.com and click on justification & download Venema’s article.)

19. Explain the views of Norman Shepherd on the covenant, salvation, & evangelism.

22. What is the controversy between the Reformed doctrine of justification & Norman Shepherd’s?

23. What do N.T. Wright, E.P. Sanders, & James D.G. Dunn teach in their “new perspectives on Paul?”

Readings from the Westminster Standards:

Westminster Confession of Faith, Chapter 7, Of God’s Covenant with Man

Westminster Shorter Catechism, Questions 12-20, 33

Westminster Larger Catechism, Questions 30-36, 70-73

How the Covenant of Grace Works





Jesus’ passive obedience refers to his death, since he passively suffered God’s wrath on the cross to pay for our sins, (Phil 2:5-11).


Jesus’ active obedience refers to his life, since he actively obeyed God perfectly in his earthly life (Lu 2:52; He 5:8-9).


Both the active and passive obedience of Christ are gifted to believers.  Passive obedience provides forgiveness (Eph 1:7).  Active obedience makes us righteous in God’s sight (Ro 5:19).  


Together these provide justification, making us righteous in God’s sight (Ro 5:19; 2Co 5:21).





Passive Obedience—


Pays for sin








Life before the fall





Hell





Creation/Covenant of Works





Consummation—Eternal Life/state of Salvation





Covenant of Grace





Estate of Sin and Misery/Present Evil Age





Fall








B.  Redemption





A.  Fall





Hell





State of Sin and Misery/Present Evil Age





The Covenant of Grace and the Work of Christ





Consummation—Eternal Life/State of Salvation





Creation/Covenant of Works





Fall





New Heaven and Earth





Active Obedience—Earns eternal life





The Covenant of Works





Consummation—Eternal Life





Judgment





Active Obedience—Earns eternal life





Creation/Covenant of Works





Debt of sin must be paid








How the Fall Makes Things Worse





The Fall adds a new requirement for humanity to inherit Eternal Life.  


Perfect obedience is still required (we still need active obedience). 


Now there is also a debt that must be paid for peoples’ sins.  





Active Obedience—Earns eternal life





How the Covenant of Works Works 





God’s covenant with Adam and Eve required perfect obedience for them to gain eternal life (Gen 1:26-28; 2:16-17).  


That perfect obedience can also be called Active Obedience.  


If Adam and Eve had obeyed God, not eaten from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, crushed the head of the serpent, and taken dominion over the earth, there would have been a point in time when God would have judged them and found them righteous (perfectly obedient), and they would have inherited Eternal Life.


The Sabbath in Gen 2:1-3 shows that even before the fall, there was a greater life that their weekly rest pointed to.


The banishment from the tree of life in Gen 3:22,24 shows there was an eternal life that they hadn’t yet attained.


The righteous status that Jesus provides to believers (Romans 5:19) shows that “eternal life” is greater than what Adam and Eve had in the garden before the fall.  This greater status consists primarily in the fact of being unable to fall (similar to the status that believers will have in the New Heavens Earth).





New Heaven and Earth
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