IDENTITY AND A POOR SELF-IMAGE

A Look At the Life of Moses, Exodus 3:1-15  •  Elder Bill McCurine
1 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.”

4 When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” And Moses said, “Here I am.”

5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?”

12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’”

Confessing Together
Leader:

Father, we struggle more often than we like with lack of self-confidence. Things

we have done in the past and failures warp our identity, leading us to disobey

you or to not take advantage of the fact we are hidden with Christ in you.

All:

Jesus teaches us true humility because He always surrendered His will to Yours

and always relied on you. In like fashion, by your Holy Spirit, please cause us to

continually surrender our will to the will of Jesus Christ, our Lord and to rely on

Him in all areas of our life.

Confessing Individually in Silence

God’s Assurance of Forgiveness

Psalm 8:3-9

“When I consider your heavens the work of your fingers,

the moon and the stars,

which you have set in place,

﻿4﻿ what is man that you are mindful of him,

the son of man that you care for him?

﻿5﻿ You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings﻿

and crowned him with glory and honor.

﻿6﻿ You made him ruler over the works of your hands;

you put everything under his feet:

﻿7﻿ all flocks and herds,

and the beasts of the field,

﻿8﻿ the birds of the air,

and the fish of the sea,

all that swim the paths of the seas.

﻿9﻿ O LORD, our Lord,

Prayer Of Thanksgiving

All:

Please cause us to be confident that, just as You have begun a good work in us

by saving us, you will carry on that good work until completion and we awake

in the likeliness of Your Perfect Son Jesus.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS

IDENTITY AND PRIDE

A Look At the Life of Moses

Exodus 2: 1-15

1. How was humility defined in the sermon? How did that definition differ from your previous

understanding of humility?

2. How has a lack of self-confidence affected you? The decisions you’ve made? The activities you’ve

done or avoided? Your relationships? Please share with the group.

3. What do you believe to be the root cause of your lack of self-confidence? How can the Gospel help

you overcome your lack of self-confidence?

4. What persons or events from your past are currently negatively affecting how you see yourself?

How can the Gospel help you see yourself in a new light?

5. In what way is something from your past preventing you from obeying God today.

6. In what way is something from your past preventing you from experiencing greater fullness in

Christ today?

7. What was new in the sermon to you?

8. How has the sermon affected your outlook, behavior or thinking?

