 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 11 SAMUEL 8
 Worldliness: Israel Asks for a King
1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice.

 4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead [a] us, such as all the other nations have."

 6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do."

 10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 11 He said, "This is what the king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of your cattle [b] and donkeys he will take for his own use. 17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in that day."

 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us. 20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles."

 21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. 22 The LORD answered, "Listen to them and give them a king."

      Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to his town."
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1.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WORLDLINESS CAUSES US TO LOOK TO MEN RATHER THAN GOD.   [1-3]












2.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WORLDLINESS CAUSES US TO REJECT GOD.   [4-9]












3.  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1WORDLINESS BLINDS US TO WHAT WE NEED.   [10 - 21]





WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT
[M”]y God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”   Philippians 4:18

Prayer of Confession
Leader:
Dear Father, we confess our tendency to assess our lives and our circumstances from a worldly point of view.

All:

We do not look first or primarily to you for guidance, to define and meet our needs.

Leader:
Your Word and prayer are too seldom our last resort, not our first recourse.


All:

We are so thankful for Jesus Christ who constantly looked first and foremost to You and, in so doing,  has given us new life in Himself so that we can now see life from a godly point of view.

COMMUNITY GROUP QUESTIONS
1. Read 1 Samuel 8.


2.  What does it mean to you to be “worldly”?


3. Who are (or have been in the past) the godly examples in your life?  How have they helped you?



4. Can you share a prayer you are glad God did not answer?


5. Can you share a time when God did not give you something you wanted?  How has that turned out for you?


6. What was new in the sermon to you?



7. What action, if any, do you plan on changing as a result of the sermon?


8. What challenged you in the sermon?


9. Did you identify with anyone in particular in the scriptural passage?  Please share why you identify with that person.
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