Exodus:  An Introduction

Author and Occasion

Exodus was written by Moses, during Israel’s 2-year stay at the foot of Mount Sinai following the Exodus event itself.  It begins at least a generation after Genesis ends.

Outline 

Ch 1-18
Salvation:  Freedom from Slavery


1-6  The Savior Moses


7-18  The Exit from Egypt

Ch 19-24
Covenant 


Laws which give God’s Good Life

Ch 25-40
Worship/Relationship with God


25-31
Plans for the Tabernacle and Priestly Garments


32-34
Breaking and Renewing the Covenant


35-39
Construction of the Tabernacle and Priestly Garments


40

God “moves in” to live with his people

Themes

No Old Testament book is more important than Exodus.  The Exodus from Egypt was the pinnacle act of salvation in the entire Old Testament.  It was an act of New Creation.  It’s powerful imagery influences even the New Testament to describe the salvation of Jesus as a New Exodus.  As Israel was enslaved in Egypt and set free through Moses to worship God through the waters of the Red Sea, so also we were enslaved in sin and set free through Jesus to worship God through the waters of baptism.  

The Covenant—The Covenant made with the family of Abraham is the basis for the Exodus (Ex 2:23-25).  As that family has grown, so in Exodus the covenant grows.  What had been a tribal family has now become a nation.  In chapters 19-24, the covenant is renewed and expanded to become  the constitution governing the entire nation.  This constitution shows the heart of God to see a society that reflects both personal salvation and social justice.  These continue to be essential parts of the gospel.  

Salvation First, Law Second—This is always the order in a relationship with God.  The Exodus comes before the 10 Commandments.  This shows the gospel.  We obey the laws not to be rescued, but because we have been rescued.  The law shows us how to live in relationship with God, enjoying the blessings of his good life.

Three Steps to Bless Others—The Outline of Exodus (Salvation, Covenant, and Worship) is God’s process for shaping people to be a blessing to the world (remember Gen 12:1-3).  God saves us, guarantees promises to us, and calls us to honor him with our whole lives.  These things give us strength and hope, they deepen our experience of God so that we can share him and his love with others.

Exodus is structured like the New Testament Gospels—It’s interesting to see the parallels in the structure of Exodus when compared to the gospels.  The first half of each describes God’s representative (Moses and Jesus) and the second half describes the salvation brought about by God through them (the Exodus and the Passion Week).  

Can you find Jesus in Exodus?—In Moses’ childhood (Matt 2)?  In the burning bush (John 8:58)?  the Passover (1Cor 5:7)?  the Red Sea crossing (Rom 6)?  the manna (John 6)?  the blood of the Old Covenant (Luke 22:20)?  the tabernacle (John 1:14; Heb 9)?  the priesthood (Heb 7)?  How do these things foreshadow Jesus?

