Deuteronomy:  An Introduction

Author and Occasion
Deuteronomy was given through Moses at the end of Israel’s 40 years of desert wandering.  The Exodus generation that failed in faith to enter the Promised Land is now passed away (except for Moses, Joshua, and Caleb).  The new generation is poised again on the brink of the Promised Land, ready to enter into the land of God’s blessings.
Outline 

Ch 1:1-5
I.  
Calling:  God Initiates a Renewed Relationship
Ch 1:6—3:29
II.
Cleansing:  Remember God has Changed Israel

Ch 4-26
III.
Constitution:  The Path of the Good Life for Israel


Ch 4-11
Exhortation to New Life:  Love and Serve God


Ch 12-16

New Life through Worship

Ch 16-18

New Life through Leadership


Ch 19-25

New Life through Community 


Ch 26

Conclusion

Ch 27-30
IV.
Communion:  Blessings and Curses
Ch 31-34
V.
Commission:  Arrangements for Future Generations
Themes
Israel’s Second Chance at New Life!—Israel is preparing to enter the Promised Land.  God wants Israel to be sure that they are in a relationship with him, so Deuteronomy is a “Renewal of Vows Ceremony” between God and his people.  He wants Israel to know two things:  First, that he still loves and cares for Israel (especially after their parents’ generation was judged in the desert).  Second, that Israel needs to live in relationship with God if they are to experience the full blessings of God in the Land Flowing with Milk and Honey.
Treaty Contract—The book of Deuteronomy is organized like a contract.  The contract was similar to the kind of treaties that were made between regional and local kings in the Ancient Near East.  In these treaties (or covenants) the greater king would provide protection and help to the lesser king.  The lesser king would provide tribute and troops to the greater king.  Archaeologists have discovered other written covenants like these between the nations in and near the promised land around the time of Moses.  This demonstrates that the Deuteronomy was written after Numbers, during the generation that follows the Exodus.

Covenant Renewal Worship—The structure of the “Renewal of Vows” service that God enacts with this book inspires what we do in Sunday worship as a church.  Calling (Call to Worship), Cleansing (Confession and Forgiveness), Constitution (Sermon), Communion (the Lord’s Supper), Commission (Benediction).  Each week we participate in this covenant renewal ceremony, reminding ourselves of our commitment to God and his commitment to us.  This renews our minds and gives us the strength we need to live as God’s special people in his world.

Uniqueness in Deuteronomy—

Israel is unique:  alone among the nations chosen by God.  Today, the church is the new Israel, chosen by God to live in relationship with him (1Peter 2:9-10).  
God’s faithfulness is unique:  he fulfills the covenant promises he made 400 years prior to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob—even in the midst of Israel’s unfaithfulness.  Today, Jesus is the guarantee that all of God’s promises to his people will come true (2Corinthians 1:19-20).
God’s laws are unique:  The commands and encouragements throughout Deuteronomy are pervasive, showing that a relationship with God touches all of life.  The laws in this book paint a grand and glorious vision fo what life can be when it is infused with the love and power of God.  Israel was blessed by God in order to be a blessing to the rest of the world.  This is why we are to strive to make all of life part of our relationship with him (1Corinthians 10:31).

The Promised Land is unique:  Chapter 28 shows that life in the Promised Land is a picture of heaven.  When Israel lives in relationship with God, the blessings they experience foreshadow of the blessings of life in a perfect world.  When Israel rejects God, the Promised Land will become like the desert, and Israel will experience the curses of judgment.  In this way, the Promised Land is a preview of heaven:  those who live in it must live in a loving relationship with God.  Those who reject this relationship with God will be removed from the land.

Biblical Jihad?—Deuteronomy makes explicit the fate that awaits the nations who live in the Promised Land.  The land is holy, and those who do not worship the Lord in the land will be removed.  The other nations are a constant temptation to Israel to reject their exclusive relationship with God.  Back in Genesis 15:16, God made it clear that he would give the inhabitants 400 years before bringing judgment on them.  Instead of using those years to draw near to God, the nations in the land became worse and worse, and were guilty of horrific atrocities such as child sacrifice.  God used Israel to be an instrument of his judgment, cleansing the promised land so that God may dwell there.
Today, Jesus and his people engage in spiritual warfare with the sword that comes from our mouth (Revelation 1:16).  The good news of reconciliation with God and personal renewal is what defeats sin, temptation, and evil in our world today.

Deuteronomy in the New Testament—Deuteronomy is one of the most-quoted Old Testament books in the New Testament.  Jesus frequently quoted from Deuteronomy, especially when he was tempted by Satan.  Jesus’ summary of the law comes from Deuteronomy and Leviticus:  You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, soul, strength, and mind; and you shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Jesus was the perfect lover of God and neighbor, fulfilling the role that Israel failed to fulfill, and bringing blessings to the world.
